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INTRODUCTION

On 10 June 1942, the Japanese had assembled at Tarlec, Tarlac,
Philippine Islands, all the American General Officers and Colonels who
had been captured on Bataa::_;_ or Gorreg;.dor. ‘Among these were the Comﬁmders
and some of the Staff Officers of all the larger units of the South Luzoh
Force, the Bataan Defense Force, and the II Fhilippine Corps.

In conference wiiﬁh these officers, I prepared a narrative report,
all copies of which v;era later confiscated by the Japanese. Some notes
wer; preserved, Lhawevar, which form the basis of this report. It is |
1 accurate in its main feature.
: It ’oeils the story of a force attacked during mobilization. Initially
- leoking in organization end training, and woefully deficient in equipment
and vital supplies throughout, it resisted the best troops of Japan until

casunlties, siclkness, eand lsck of food and ammunition foreced it te yield

to a superior force.
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Mobilization Status of the South Luzon Force, 8 December 1941.
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The orgenisation of the South Luzon Force on 8 December 1941

T

consisted of the following units.
Headquarters South Luzon Force
41st Division
51st Division

Staff Luzon Force.

The Headguarters Swth'ﬁuzc_n_}?brce' on 8 December 1941 was ‘organized

as followse.

Brigadier Generel George M. Parker, Jr., Commanding

Captain John Neiger Aide

Major Thomes M. Tarpley, Jr. Adjutent General

Major Ovid 0. Wilson Asst C/S = G=1

lajor Dennis M. Moore Asst C/S = Gw2

Captain Arthur 6. Christensen Asst o Asst /S, G-2

Lt Col Howard D. Johnston Asst C/S = G=3

¥ejor Albert C. Wolfe Asst to Asst C/S , G-3

Major John H. Bennett Asst C/S = G-t

lajor Hal C, Granberry, Inf. Signal Officer

Captain William C. Chenoweth Engineer Officer

It Col Arthur L. Shreve Artillery Officer

Hajor W. Hinton Drummond Surgeon

Lieutenant Nicholas N. Mihailov Air Liaison Officer

Lt Col K, L. Berry : Quartermaster and
s Ordnance

This staff hed only recently been formed., Throughout the period
1 September, the date of initisl mobilization of Philippine Army units, /:bo
the latter part of November, there were few officgrs available, and I had
gone through the very active period of initial mobilization and training

with a very meager staff, consisting of five officers and two enlisted

nen.
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The above staff was augmented after Deoenber-a, as officers or % g é. E

enlisted personnel became available. A Headquarter and MP Compeny wes E g \E’ %

eventually formed céns.’g.stihg of a mixture of American MPs. retired \&3\% 5
Philippine Scout soldiers returned to active duty and Civilian Cooks and \%E

Houseboys. Trained technicians were almost to'&a.lly- lacking throughout.
Frequent chenges in personnel were made to'meet .exiating emérgeﬁoies.
The following officers served as Chiefs of Staff as shown.
Colonel Stewart C. McDonald December 8 - December 24
Colonel Louis R. Dougherty December 25 = January 23
Brigadier General Arnold J. Funk January 23 = lMarch 2
Colonel Charlas- L. Steele from March 2 to April 9.

Mobilization of Unitse.

The units of the South Luzon Force had been mobilized and ine

ducted as followss

-

Unit Station ~ Date
4lst Division Headquarters & Hq Co Tagaytay 17 Nov 41
Signel’Co, Ord Co (L) :
41st Infantry Tegaytay 2 Nov 41
42d Infentry Tagaytay 1l Sep 41
43d Infentry Tagaytey 24 Nov 41
4lst Field Artillery Tagaytay 24 Nov 41
41st Engineer Battalion Tagaytay 1 Oot 41
: 2

41st lMedical Battaion Tagaytay ; 17 Nov 41
4lst QM Service Company Tagaytay 17 Nov 41
4lst Motor Trensport Ccmpany Tagaytay 17 Nov 4
6lst Division Headquarters & Hq Co Santo Tomas, 17 Nov 41
Signal Co, Ord (LM Batenges
51st Infentry Banay, Benay 2 Nov 41
52d Infentry Santo Tomas 1 Sep 41
§3d Infentry Rosario 24 Nov 41
5lst Field Artillery :

One Battelion each at Baney, Banay 15 Dec 41

Santo Tomas
Rosario
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5151: k:gineer Battalion : Santo Tomes 25 Oct 41 %'Ci. - é
51st Medical Battalion Santo Tomas 1 Dec 41 **,\\féi =
XK |
Slet QU Service Company Santo Tomas 17 Nov 41 - ‘b N
|

51lst Motor Transport Company Sento Tomas 17 Nov 41
Personnel

Under the Table of Organizetion, Philippine Army, the Divisiops

were orgenized as follows:

Unit Officers

and men
Three (3) Infantry Regiments (approx 1400 each) 4200
One (1) Artillery Regiment Approx 1000
One (1) Anti-Tenk Battelion " 600
One (1) Engineer Battalion " 600
One (1) Medioal Batbtelion " 500
One (1) Quartermaster Battalion " 500
Div HEq & Hg Co, Sig Co, Ord Co (LM) Motor Trans Co " 800
Total 8200

or this totel approximately 500 were officers.

In each division of my force about 40 U. S. Army Officers and 20 U. S.
Army or Fhilippine Scout Non-Commissioned Officers were assigned. In the
41st Division they were instructors, while in the 5lst Division the officers
were assigned to command to include battalions.

The 41st Division was prectically at full strength in personnel at the
outbreak of hostilities. The Anti~Tank Battelion, due to lack of equipment
We.s never organized as such but the persomnel was absorbed in other wmits.
The personnel of the 4lst Division wes from Batengas frovince or its
énvirons end spcke the Tagalog dialect,

The Slst Division had about two-thirds strength in their Infantry
Regiments. Due to lack of equipment the Anti-Takk Battelion was absorbed |
in other units and two battalions of the 51st Field Artillery were formed ’

into & provisional Infentry Battaiion.



The enlisted men of the 5lst Division were from the Bicol Feninsula
end spoke the Bicolanian dielect while the majority of the officers spoke
only Tageloge

As time progressed Civilian lebor was used extensively whenever aveil=
eble as wvehicle drivers and as laborers in construction of roads and defense
installations and to augment the Service Units. The numbers veried from

1500 to 3000 in my force.

Treining.
Prior to 1 September 1941, e thirteen-week schedule of basic training

had been prepared for ell Philippine Army units. This schedule called for
Eé-daya, of eight hours daily, each week. It stressed physicel developmert,
treining with besic weapons, scouting end patrolling and small unit operetionse
After this thirteen weeks of basic training hed been completed, further schedule
of battelion and regimentel training had been prepared.

On & December one regiment in each division, namely the 42d snd 52d
Infentry had completed their thirteen weeks basic traininge The 4lst and
6lst Infentry had completed five weeks of the training period and the 4¢é
end 53d Infentry had received no treining et alle The 4lst Field Artillery,
mobilized on 24 November, had just begun their training while the 5lst
Field Artillery was not mobilized until after the declaration of war and
due to the shortage of equipment, only two batteries of this unit were ever
to function as artillery. The remainder of this unit was organized and
treined after the war began as a provisiopal Infentry Battalion.

Cadre Camps had been established on 1 Septémber for officers end key
non-commissioned officers in units not yet mobilized as follows.
4lst Division = Canulubang = lajor E. T. Lewis
5lst Division = Dereage = lajor J. He Bennett
Bngineers of all Units = Camp Murphy = Captain William Gay
Signel of all Units =~ Ft William McKinley = Col. Murphy

Medical of all Units -~ Ft William YcKinley = Col. Duckworth
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By this method, limited training was given key personnel, but % = L_Q}

training of technicians was very inadequates =T 2

In all of the treining, meny obstacles were encountered. In the ‘*,?\Q\%Ei =]
S6lst Division, for instence, the enlisted men spoke the Bicolanien | }\J

T

dialeét, the Filipino officers spoke only Tagalog in many instances, and
the American Instructors spoke neither, while the Filipino spoke 1:i.ttle'
. Bnglish.

At some period dluring the preceding five yeaz;s, the units of the
Fhilippine Army presumably had received five a_nd one=half months of traine
ing. This was never apparent. The training had been done under their owm
Filipino officers, had consisted largely of close order drill, and vas to
prove of little value.

Treining fecilities and equipment were almost non-existent, target
renges were hurriedly improvised but many units went into battle without
ever having fired their basic arm.

‘ g ' Equipmente

Infentry. The basic infentry weepons were the Enfield Rifle, the
Brcming Autonmti‘c Rifle, the Browning Water-cooled Machine Gun, and the
three~inch Stokes Mortar (obselescent type).

There were no spare parts available and meny of the weapons were
found to be incomplete upon unpecking at the warehouse, where they hed been
long stored.

The well-known structural weakness of the Enfield Rifle (weak 'extractor)
put meny rifles out of action early in the war as there were no replacements.
lack of spare parts for machine guns made many of these ineffeotive. Fully
70% of the mortar smmunition proved to be duds.

Fleld Ar'billeq_:_ The basic weapons for the Field Artillery were the

British 76-mn's with wooden wheels and soms 2.95 pack (mountain guns). No
transportation was available other than improvised commandeered vehiéles.
The Field Artillery wes also lacking meny vitel fire control instruments.

All of the ebove shortages were requisi‘bioned from the United Stetes



immedietely upon thelr discovery in September, but were never to arrive.

Individuel Equipment, The Filipino soldier was equipped with a light

peper tropical helmet, fatigue clothes, and rutber~goled, canvas shoess
Full field equipment wes lacking in many essentials, such &s blankets,
shelter-halves, etc. There were no replecements for these items, so many
soldiers were shortly berefooted and raggede

Signal Equipment. The only signal equipment available was that

necessary to provide communication v thin a Commend Post. A few radio sets
with limited ranges were issued, but lack of trained operetors made this
meens very unreliable.

At the beginning of mobilizetion during the months of September,
October and November, units of my force were scattered in small encamp=
ments over the province of Batangas, and the entire lower Bicol Peninsule,
with one unit on the Island of Hasbate. Control and supervision were
exceedingly difficulte

Transportation. A few governnbnt sedens were eventually issued to my

force, sufficient for the General Officers. O'bhsrwise, commendeered cars,
trucks, and busses were the only trensportation facilities evailable. leck
 of treined personnel forced the use of civilien drivers and mechanics in
most instances. These were most unreliable, often deserting their vehicles
et any sign of danger and, as many of the vehicles were in & poor state
mechanicelly, transportation problems greetly hampered movement and operationse
Supply. Initially two systems of supply were in effect, ome for the
Americean sc_&ldier end the other for the Filipino. After the outbreak of the
war, any supplies available were issued without regard to the systems.
Meny supplies were procured locally and the amount was largely dependent
on ‘the initiative and energy of the individual supply officer.
Immedietely after the outbreak of wa.r, supply depots for my forece
were established by USAFFE at Los Banos, laguna de Bay, and Tanauan, Batengess

However units were supplied from any installations aveileblee
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Operetions of South Luzon Force. S =

: . g | &.&
(Ses Appendices No's 2 and 3) E ;,E;,

, | &
Tnitial Mission. The initial mission essigned the Sowth Luzon Foree ‘\&B“;
, XK
wes to prevent a landing. In the event a landing was mde, it wes to ‘§§\f:f
. , BN

T

counter-attack and :destroy the landing force.

The Defensive Area. The area assigned the South Luzon Force for

defense included all of Southern luzon, south of the Northern boundary
Rosario=Binan=Pililla=Infanta (inblusive) to the line Fadre Burgos=
Atimonan (inclusive). This latter line (south boundary) cut the bottle=
neck into the Bicol Peninsula at its nerrowest point. Higher authority
had mede the decision not to defend the Bicol Peninsula due to the
extent of the peninsule and the insdequacy of the troops availables

General Description of Area. The ares assigned the South Luzon

Foroce included 250 miles of possible landing beaches. It was ninety
miles wide at its widest point and sixty miles in depth.
The areae wes generally characterized by a good net=work of all
weather roeds, crossing over numerous rivers and streams. Many bridges
in this area were of permanent stone construction making their destruction
by the meterial avgilable exceedingly difficult,
One reilroad ren from Manila South. At Calambe & spur ran to Los
Bamos. At Malvar it forked, the right (west) fork going to Batanges end
the left (east) fork leading into the Bicol aninsula, where it ended at
De.rage &
Several distinct terrain features in this aree created many bottle- .
necks. Ibs area included five bays all to be considered possible lending

placess

Detailed Study of Sectors. Nagsubu, Balayan, and Batangas Bays were

considered the most probable landing places, due to their proximity to

i

lManila and the road net leading thereto.
An all=weather roed followed the beach on Nesugbu Bay from Nesugbu

Point to Calatagan, on Balayan Be¥ to S. Iuis, and on Batengas Bay from 3
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Mebini to Batenges. From this beach highway that practically traversed

the beach line of these three teys, several all-weather highways led into
improved routes leading to Manila. This area included the terrain features
of the Pico-de-~Loro Mountain Mass, Mt. Batulac, Tagaytay Ridge, Iake Taal,
and the western edge of lagune de Bay. These formibable obstacles created
many bottlenecks which would cenalize forces operatihg in this aree to the

road net.

Tayebes Bay. Several all-weather roeds led from the beach to Highweys

No. 1 and 23 leading into lenile. This area included the mountain mass,
Mt. Benehao. Many streams, the rugged terrain, and the lLaguna de Bay
would confine forces operating in this erea to the roeds and terrain adw
jacent thereto.

lamon Baye. Only three roads led from points along this fifty-miles
of bas.éh, o:ie from Atimonan, one from Hauban, and one _from Tignuans. All
of these traversed very rugged terrain, through many defiles and with
experienced troops would have been easily defended.

The Navy had stated that a landing on this beach was improbeble et

this time of the year due to monsoons rendering the waters wmsuitaeble for

landing operations.

Initiel Assignment of Troops to Sectorss

Sectors were assigneld as followss Boundary between Sectors

Lemery=Binan (both to 5lst Division).
Right (West) Sector = 4lst Division
Northern Boundary = Rosario (inc;].usive) ~Binan (exclusive)
Left (Bast) Seotor = 5lst Division
Northern Boundary = .Bina.n-Pililla-Infanta (all inclusive)

Southern Boundery = Padre Burgos=-Antimonan (both inclusive)
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Operations South Luzon Force Frior to 24 December 1941,
On 26 November 1941, I received ingtructions from 'bhe-Commnding

General USAFFE that diplomatic relations betwesn the Un:itlad Stetes and

Japan were deteriorating rapidly end to alert all troops and be prepared ,

to meet a surprise atback.

I immediately dispatched staff officers to General Lim, (Philippine
Army), Colonel Jones, and Lieutenant Colonel Hunter, (then commanding the
5lst VInfan'bry at Daraga) with the following orderss

(1) Establish beach patrol twenty=four hours daily,  immediately.

(2) Prepare plans to move your troops without delay and defend
beaches within your sector in case of a surprise landing,.

~ Prior to 8 December 1941,’ additional warnings were received from
USA;E‘FE of possible Japanese surprise landings. My Division Commanders
were ordered to occupy the most vulnerable areas within their division
sectors, to start preparation of beach defense positions, erect obstscles

at both high and low water levels, and to start entrenching. Within the

cantonment areas, construction of near~by trenches were ordered to protect

personnel in case of surprise air attack. FPlans were made to move the

434 Infantry and 52d Infantry by civilian transportation to eritieal points.

A Provisional Battalion, 86th Field Artillery (155=mn guns), Major

Winfield Secott, Commanding, operat‘ing under USAFFE éontrol, occupied their

dummy position and were engaged in reconneissance and preparation of
battle positions:.faor the defense of Nasugbu, Balayen, end Batangas Bays,
the most probeble points of ettack within South Luzqn Force Sector.

Kboat Eebo MK % Beseter THEL T wis: o Mei iy Noliohve ik my
quarters at Fort McKinley thet the Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor.
Staff officers were dispatched to my Division Commenders with orders to
alert their divisions end to effect their war plans.

About 9 December, a flight of recomneissance planes, Philippine Air
Corps was attached to the South Luzon Force. Two planes were dispatched

ere
twice each day to detect any invasion force. The planes)éispatched late
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. each afternoon and at daylight each morning. COne covefed a possible
invasion force égaiqst the Infanta=Atimonan Cosst Line, and the other
possible invasions against the Nasugbu, Balayan, Bétangas, Tayabas Bay
Arees.,

On 12 December 1941, & telegram from the railroad Station liaster at
Legaspi reported Japanese transports with naval escort off Legaspi Albay.
This force, later estimated as a reinforced Brigade, landed-unopposed and
immediately started moving to the northwest. Information on the progress
of this movement was reported by telegraph by the railroad civilien
employees. After the troops had been unloaded, the Japanese immediately
started loading all available rice and oil supplies. Orders were issued
to remove all available reailroad equipmsnt and for all Americans to with=
draw to Manila.

Colonel Jones was ordered to dispatch Engineer Detachments to Bicol
Peninsulae to prepare railroad bridges and highway bridges for demolition.
Colonel Casey, USAFFE Engineer Officer, was requested to have railroed
civilian employees destroy railroad bridges near Sipicof in order to delay
enemy advance to the north.

Further construction in cantonment areas was ordered discontinued, and
Engineer troops were ordered to start intensive combat training, with
particular .emphasis on training of demolition teams and construction of
roed olocks.

On 14 December, I moved my Commend Post from Fort William McKinley to
Binen. At this time I ordered my Engineer Officer (iRjor Chenoweth) to
rush to completion the construction of the road between Tagaytey City and
Talisay in order to expedite the movement of reserve units from one diviéion
sector to the other.

Commercial telephone and telegraph facilities within my sector were
meager, especially within the 4lst Division Area. For instence to contact
the 4lst Division Commend Post, it was necessary to call through cemmericsl

lines in Manila or to use special or scheduled messenger service. Adequate
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v T w o>
signal personnel end equipment were not available. A Major of Infantry was ' %\é_v. ’
appointed as Signal Officer. Iy personal request for a' qualified Signel E J é[
Officer was refused by USAFFE. Haihtaining control .of troops deployed over g E %f{
an area of approximately 5000 square miles and with a coast line of appro;—- \i\% é%
imabely 2560 mil&s, placed a great burden on our meager signal personnel. \gﬁ

o

By 17 December, contact was mede at the railroad bridge near Ragays
A demolition detachment of the 5lst Engineer Battalion was fired on by a
Japaheao detachment, while preparing a reilroad bridge near Regey Camarines
fa destruction. On learning of this contact, I ordered Colonel Jones to
send not to exceed onme Battalion, reinforced by Engineer Demolition Detach=
ments, in‘bﬁ Bicol Peninsula to contact and delay ‘i:he énemy advance. -Both
the highwey end railroad were ordered to be covered.

About 18 December, Company "C", 194th Tank Batta.lf‘l.on was ordered into
the South Luzon Force Sector. I i-;commnded that this unit be used on the
beaches . ihis unit was under the control of USAFFE and Colonel Weaver, the
Tank Force Commander, recommended that the tanks be held in mobile reserve
in the vieinity of Sampaloc, Cavite. This recommendation was epproved -by
USAFFE. On 18 December, I was promoted to Major General A.U.S. Colonel
A, ¥, Jones was promoted to Brigadier General A.U.S.

On 19 December, -a Japanese Force, estimated as an Infantry Battelion
was reported to be in Sipieoﬁ, and. Japanese patrols were moving via highway
towards Daat: and north on the railroad towards Ragey.

On 20 December, a provisional Battalion (8elf-Fropelled Mounts), four
batteries, Lieutenant Colonel David S. Babcock, Commanding, was attached o
the South Luzon Force and ordered to Corps Reserve in the vieinity of Sento Tomas.
The status of the Artillery in my Corps wes now as follows:

41st Division Sectors

41st Field Artillery (orgenic) consisting ofs
2 Battelions 75mm guns = 16 guns
1 Battalion 2.95 MI guns = 8 guns

86th Field Artillery (PS) consisting ofs

1 Battalion (less one battery) 155mm = 4 guns




51st Division Sectors
‘[ 7518*2. Field Artillery (orgenic) consisbing ofs
1 Battalion 75mm guns = 8 guns .
86th Field Artillery consiating }of:
* 1 Battery 155mm guns = 2 guns

Corps Reserve in the vicinity of Santo Tomesg

1 Battalion of Self-Propelled 75mm guns = 16 guns,
The Field Artillery was dispaosed in sectors as followss

41st Division Sectors

41st Field Artillerys

1 Battalion et Lucsuhin (We.gubuu Bey)

1 Battalion at Bana (Balayan Bay)

1 Battalion at Dacanleo (Balayan Bey)
86th Field Artillery (155mm guns)s

1 Battery (2 guns) Nasubu (Nasubu Bay)

1 Battery (2 guns) Dacenlao (Balayan Baiy)

51lst Division Sectorg

: / 51st Field Artillery (1 Battalion eguipped as Field Artillery)
© Ay on Tayebas Bay
86th Field Artillerys
1 Battery at Banaba (Batengas Bay)

The artillery was disposed to cover most vital landing places with
the exception of Lemon Bay. The lack of artillery in this ares, particularly
at Atimonan cs.usod me considerable worrye |

On December 20 my artillery officer made e reconnaissance at Atimonan
end surveyed positions there. I sent him to Manila on December 22, to rew
quest two 155mm howitzers of the newly formed 301lst Field Artillery from
USAFFE for that sector. This request was refused. This area was so import=
ant to me however, that I sent him agein on the 23d of. December reiterating

my request with the strongest arguments possible. The request was again

. denied.
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In the meantime USAFFE had issued an order confining the action of
the Self=FPropelled~lount Battalion to the defense of road blocks. After
a conference with General King, USAFFE Artillery Officer, this order was
emended to allow this unit freedom of action under my orderse

On 22 December, the lst Infantry Regiment, Philippine Army, (Regular)
Division arrived at Fagsanjan Leguna end wes attached to the South Luzon
For;:a'. The general line Mauban-Lucban (both inclusive) was established as
the southern boundary of the sector assigned to the lst Infantry Regiment
(Philippine Army, Regular Division). This unit was ordered to relieve the
troops of the 3d Batte.lion,. 52d Infantry, at Infanta, Tignuan, and Maubane.

The 24 Battelion, lst Infantry, FPhilippine Army, relieved the troops at
lleuban, Tayabas. The 3d Battalion, lst Infantry, FPhilippine Army, relieved
the troops at Infanta and Tignusn Tayebas. The lst Infantry, Fhilippine
Army, (less 2d and 3d Battalions) was held in reserve near Fagsanjan. The
3d Battalion, 52d Infantry, when ‘rolieved, was moved to lMalicbuys The
relief was completed about 6400 Pl 23 December.

About 5300 Pi 22 December, contact was made on the bigh'p.y near Timbuyo
and the Japanese troops were forceé o withdraw about ten kilometers.
Supply of our troops in the Bicol Peninsula was becoming serious due to tle
stretch of highway that had not been completed north of Sumelong and the
deep mud encountereds

: TheI reconnaissence plane dispatched on the evening of 22 Deceuber
on its usual reconnaissence east of Infanta and Atimonan feiled to return.
This was the last plane available to me. The other two had already been
destroyed.

On 23 December, the Frovisional Battalion (Self=-Propelled Mounts)
and the lst Infantry Regiment, FPhilippine Army (Regular) Division were
ordered by USAFFE to move to San Fernmando, Tarlac, and revert to the
control of the Commanding General, North Luzon Force.

General Jones was ordered to return the 3d Battalion, 52d Infantry
to its original sector and the lst Infantry Regiment, Fhilippine Army,

was ordered to assemble at Fagsanjan, preparatory to its movement to San
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This relief started after dark 23 December. The Provisional Battalion o & E(
SN E

(Self-Propelled Mounts) sterted its movement after dark the night 23=24 \&% ;.;7
. ‘ DN =)

December. All troops in the Bicol Peninsula were ordered to withdrew north \gQ 9
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of the line Fadre Burgos-Atimonah, and this move was in progress during the
night 25-24 December. ‘

At 200 AM 24 December, the G-2, Slst Division reported fha'b the Japen~
ese had effected a landing at Atimonen. After daylight it was reported that
forty Jepenese transports with nevel escort were at Atimonan and that twelve
transports with navael escort were in lemon Bay, off liauben. ILandings were
reported at lMauban end at Siane |

In view of the chenged situation, USAFFE wes requested to return the
Provisionel Battelion (Self=Fropelled Mounts) é.nd t0 revoke the movement
order of the lst Iﬁfantry Regiment, Fhilippiiie Army. The Battalion (less 1
Battery) Self—Proiaelled lounts was returned and wes ordered back to Santo

Tomes and attached to the Slst Division. USAFFE approved my request that

the lst Infentry Regiment, Fhilippine Army, remain attached to the South
g '

Iuzon Force. The 3d Battelion, 52d Infantry was again released to General i
- Jones ﬁho ordered i'b'back to Malicbuy. !

The enemy esteblished a beach~head at Sian about midnight 2£3-24 Dec- 1
ember, end then made their main landing at Atimonen. They effected their

lending at lauben ebout 4300 AM, 24 December. As stated ebove, the last of

the three reconneissance planes aveileble to me failed to return from the
afternoon reconnaissance on 22 Decembef. Request for reconnaissance missions
by USAFFE on 23 December were disapproved due to the few plenes aveilable and
due to more importent missions to be performed elsewhere. The Filipino
avietors had flown under the most hazardous conditions since 8 Decexnber,
a._nd deserve the hipghest commendations for their excellent gervice,

The enemy force that landed at Atimonan wes estimated to be & rein-
forced Division. The force which landed at lauben was estimated to be &

Brigade.
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The enemy, after landing at Sian, moved north on Atimonan and along & = o[
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the railroad towards Padre Burgos. The troops under Colonel Cordero were & g CE;
cut off. Several officers, including Colonel Cordero, end a few men \&% @
: P :

-

succeeded in rejoining their regiment, heving moved by boat or banca from \Qh

T

Pitolo on Tayabes Baye Colonel Cordero with a small party destroyed the
railroad cut at FPadre Burgos. The destruction of bridges on the railrocad
proved to be most effective. It took the Japanese over a year to make
necessary repeirs before a traim could run between Nb.nila' and Legespi.

At 10:00 AM 24 December, I received orders from USAFFE to‘move the
41st Division, by motor, at once to Abucay, Batean, to turn command of the
South Luzon Force over to Brigadier General Albert li, Jones, and to move
to Bataan with my headqmr'bers,‘ establish the Batean Defense Force, and
organize the defense on the Abucay=-Mauban line inm accordance with the
provisions of WFO #3.

A staff officer was dispatched to the Commanding General of the 4lst
Division to advise General Lim of the move. The necessary transportation
we.s provided by my G=4, who, assisted General Lim in the movemeut.

I turned over the following staff officers to General Jones for
staff duty et the mew South Luzon Force Heedquarters:
| Colonel S. C. MacDonald, Infantry, C/S

Irb; Col. Arthur L. Shreve, Field Artillery, G=3

Captain Arthur G.a Christensen, G=2

Captain Frederick L. Berry, Field Artillery, Artillery Officer

At noon 24 December, I turned commend of the South Luzon Force over
"to Brigadier General Jones_; and left for Abucay, Bataan, arriving there
at 5300 Fif, same date. On arrival I assumed command of the Bataan Defense

Force, relieving Brigadier General Maxon S. Lough.

Operations of South Luzon Force 24 December 1941 to 1 January 1942

(See Appendix No. 2)

™
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The mission of the Batean Defense Force was to organize end defend
the Bateen Peninsula, es far south as the Service Commnd area.

Ares Assigned for Defense

Northern Boundarys Main Battle Fosition=The ge.neral line Abucay=lit.
ﬁatib-ﬁ&uban.

Southern Bounderys The AlaLnga.n River=liount Mariveles=Faysswan River
(all in.olusiva).

Bastern Bounderys Approximetely 15 miles of shore line of Bh.'nii's.

Bay between Abucay and Quiteng Point (both inolusive).

Western Boundarys Approximately 15 miles of shore line along the

China Ses between Mauban and the Faysawan River (both inclusive),

- The distence from Abucay to Mauban along the Main Battle Fosition

was epproximately 20 miles. The terrain of the Bataan Defense Sector was
very rugged except for & narrow strip varying from one tc; three miles wide
along Manila Bay between Abucay end Orion. Mt. Netib, with an elevation of
4222 feet domineted that portion of the sector north of the Pilar-Bagac
Road. It was heavily wooded and cut by many deep rdvines._

Mount Samet:and Mount Marivales (elevation 4700 feet) were the out=
standing terrain features south of the Pilar-Bagac Road. The three mount=
ains formed a mouhtai_n range running generally down the middle of the sector.
All the terrain south of the Pilar-Bagac Road wes heavily wooded or covered
by thick jungle growth, except the small area between Pilar and Pahdan.

The mein streams emptied into the South China Sea or MYanila Bay. The
main streams which drained the Bastern slope o.f Mount Natib were the
Calaguiman River, the Balantay River, and the &bo Abo River which emptied
into the Balenge River. The ground west of lit. Natib sloped abruptly to

the west coast. The streems emptied directly into the China Sea. The
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Maldice, Bagec, and Limutan Rivers drained the Southern slope of Liount § L_;J:

st | 54
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A good all-weather two way road (East Road) ren along the east coast \%\;@\ ]
BN
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from Abucey to Mariveles, and another from Piler to Bagae through the

broad gap in the mountain range between lount Natib end Mount Samat. There

was & goodldry weather road (West Road) between Mariveles end lioron. An
improved one way road ran from Abucey to Abucay Hacienda. No other communicat-
ions existed except narrow trails., Noron was connected with Olongapo by a
treil along the coast.

- Because of the limited road net, it wes evident that, unless additional
landings were made, the main force of the Japanese attack would fall against
the eastern half of the liain Battle Fosition. Enemy landings were possible
at any plece within the sector from both the China Sea and Menila Bay.
Because of the ;cad crossing the peninsule from Bagac, this point was
considered especielly vulnerable to enemy lendings. The all-weather two
wey road from Olongapo to Iayac Junction was another possible route of
approach for enemy movemsnts.

staniZation of the Bataan Defense Force Area

The Batean Defense Force Ares was orgéniaed intos

(1) The Main Battle Positions The generel line Abucay=lit Natib-lauben.

(2) The Reserve Battle Fositions The general line Orion-lit Sematw
Bagecs. |

(3) The Beach Defenses.

Th; Aree was:diﬁided into the East Sector and the West Sector. The
boundery between sectors wes Mt Natib-Maldice R;ver-fhntingan River (all
to West Sector). Brigadier General liexon S. Lough was essigned to command
the Bast Sector, and Brigadier General Clifford Bluemel was sssigned +o
oom@and the Wiest Sector, pending the arrival of Majar General J. li,

'Whinwright. In gener#l these troops composing the North Luzon Force were

essigned the West Sector. Since the main effort of a Japeanese attack was

ekpected to be made against the Bast Sector the mass of troops were essigned
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ORDER OF ARRIVAL AND TROOP ASSIGNMENT 5 E
Upon my arrival in Batean the only troops then in my area were the . % ;\% <
Philippine Division (PS) (less the 57th Combat Team and one Battelion, 45th \(p ~ |

Infentry (PS))s Brigadier Gemeral Lough Commending and the Provisional Air
Corps Regiment (orgenized as ‘an Infentry Regiment) Colonel Harrison H.Ce
Richards Jre, Commanding.

The order of errivel of units was as followss

Unit Movement Started Movement completed

3lst Division (FA) 2300 Pi 24 December night 26=27 December

41st Division (PA) 2:00 Al 25 becember 28 December ‘
57th Combat Tesm (BS) 30 December 30~31 December night

1st Reguler Division (PA) 27 December 31 Decenber

51st Division (FA) " ki S Sesetibar 1 January

~ 1st Brig (PC)(later 2d Reg

Div (FA)) 1 January 6 January
11th Division (PA) night 5w6 January 6 January
21st Division (FA) night 5«6 January 6 Januery

71st Division (PA) 10500 P 2 Januery 7 January
; (to covering force position)

26th Cavalry (PS) night 5«6 January 9 January
(to covering force position)

The 86th I*“:i.eld Artillery, 30lst Field Artillery, Self=Fropelled liounts, and
tanks arrived intermittently during the period 26 December = 6 Januarye Assigne~
ment of troops to sectors was as followss

To Bast Sectors 4lst Division (BA), 5W _(Ps), 5lst Division
(PA), 11th Division (PA), 21st Division (BA), 86th Field Arﬁiuery, 301st
Field 4rtillerye : '

To West Sectors Slst Division (PA), 45th Combat Team (less one battalion),
lst Division (PA) Regular, 9lst Division (PA), 71lst Division (PA), 26th Cavelry

(P8)o
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The lain Battle Position was occcupied from left to right bys 57th Combat g E’ é*
Team, 41lst Division (PA), 51lst Division (PA)(less 52d Infantry), Provisional \L&@ S|
. i ; 3 &
(Infentry) Battalion, 3lst Field drtillery, lst Regular Division (PA)e \#\\}\J ‘

A/

Work on the Main Battle Position astride the East Road nmear Abuéay .5
started on 24 December by the 3lst Infantry (US)(less onme battalion)e On 28
January this mﬁt moved to Colis to help preparo-'bhe Covering Force positit?no
Work wes contimued on the 30th December by the 57th Infentry (PS)s This unit
occupied and completed the organization of & sector appfoximtely 3000 yards
wide extending west from Manile Baye (That protion of the Main Battle Position
astride Mt Natib between the left of the 5lst Infentry (PA) end lit Silangenan
approximately 9000 meters was not orgenized for defense but wes covered by
petrolss The terrain in this ares was extremely difficult, traversed by deep
gorges and covered with dense jungles. It took two days to trevel from the
occupied portion of the west seotor front to the léi‘t flank of the 5lst
Divisione Contect between sectors wes never satisfactorily esteblished.)

The MLR on the right ren through the barrio llabatang to & point epproximately
5000 yarda' west of Abucey Haciends, and on the left from the beach just north
of Mauben to Mt Silangenan. The OPLR on the east ren alor{g the Kaleguiman
River and on the west along the Nagbaleyong River. The RRL on the right was
about 600 yards north of Abucay and on the left flank it ran through lauban
Point. That portio;:z of 'bhe loin Battle Position that wes occupied was protected
by a double apron barbed wire obstacles A mine field wes laid in the left of
4he 57th Infantry sector. Bridges on the East Road in front of the MLR were
destroyed. Fields fof fire were clearecd and work on trenches, gun emplaoeman'és,
command posts, etc. was speeded up to the maximum of physical endurance.

Despite the fact thet the men were not equipped with individual entrenching
tools and that each division had only about fift& picks and shovels and very
few axes in the Engineer Battaliong, they made & very formidable defensive
line by using tﬁeir 5ayonats and even meat cen lide as entrenching toolss Too
mich praise cannot be given them for thelr tremendous effort in organizing the

Main Battle Position.
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On errivel in Bataan the 41st Division (PA) was initially assigned that i Z o}

; e -

portion of the MLR extending from the Isft of the 3lst Infantry (US) to S g 2
1w!ﬂ: "“‘ ,'_r':

M Netib. All three regiments of the 4lst Division were employed on the \&3\% sl
position in order from right to leftj 4lst Infantry, 42d Infantry, 43d %‘\J ‘

Infentry.
On 5 Januery the 5lst Division (less 52d Infentry on beach defense)
relieved elements of the 4lst Division (PA) on the Main Battle Position-.
west of Abucay Hacienda. The 4lst Division troops which were relieved
by the 5lst Division was used to strengthen the new 4lst Division Sector,
which now extended only as far west as Abucay Hacienda. The 5lst Division
employed both the 5lst Infentry and 53d Infantry Regiments on the iﬁin
Bettle Position. The 5lst Infantry occupied & sector of 2100 yards
extending west from the Abucay Hacienda. The 53d infa.ntry occupied a
sector defending a front of over 3000 yards on the left of the Slst Infantry.
On the arrival of the 3lst Division in Bataan the 32d Infantry (PA)
and & provisional battalion of the 3lst Field Artillery, armed with rifles,
two (2) Cal.50 machine guns and four (4) caiiber +30 machine guns were
assignéd to organize the M Silanganan-&uban portion of the line. On
arrival of the lst Regular Division (PA), the 32d Infentry (BA) was |
relieved, and the lst Regular Division (BA)s occupied the left of +the |

Vain Battle Position and completed the orgenizetion thereof,

Supporting Artillery Bataan Defense Force.

Unit Armmén‘t ' b Mission
11th F.A. (FA) 10=75mm guns Bast Sector Beach Defense
2lst F.A. (PA) 24-75mm guns Bast Sector Beach Defense
3lst F.A. (PA) 8=75mm guns West Sector-Main Battle
: Position and Beach Def.
41st F.A. (PA) 16=75mm guns Eest Sector, Direct Sup-
, 8-2.,95 mm guns _ port 4lst Division
5lst F.A, (BA) 8=75mm guns Bast Sector, Direct Sup-

port 5lst Division



Unit

7lst F.A. (BA)

9lst F.A. (Ra)

lst Bn, 24tH FA (PS)

24 Bn, 24th FA (P8

s

1st Bn, 233 FA

2d Bn, 234 FA
86th FA Bn (PS)
301st F.A. (FA)

Prov Bn 924 CAC

Armement

2-'?5::@1 guns
4=2,956's it Guns

8=-75mm guns

8=75mn guns
4-2495 Mt Guns

8=70mn guns
4=2 ¢95 Mt Guns

12«75mm guns

8"’2 095 Mt G’E:ms

12=-155mm guns GFF

16=166mm guns GFF

6=-156mm guns GFF

Mission

Covering force, later
West Sector

West Sector

Bast Sector, Direct Sup=-
port 45th Infantry

West Sector, Direct Sup-
ESrt 0Vh Tatanvey .

Covering Force

Test Sector, lain Batile
Position

Bast Sector General
Support

Bast Sector General
Support

West Sector Beach Defense

The two Frovisional Battalions Self=Fropelled Artillery, 27-~75mm

guns (less one battery) were employed in the Bast Sector as anti=-tenk and

general sﬁppo_r‘b artilleryes Ome battery was assigned the West Sec'bof with

e similer mission. Headquerters and Headgquarters Battery, FProvisional

Artillery Brigede (PS) operated s "Fire Control Center" within the East

Sector.

In addition to the above, emplacements for 31 naval guns renging from

one pounders to 3 inch, were started for beach defense. This work was under

USAFFE control.

The Reserve Battle Position

The Reserve Battle Position at this time was scarcely more then & line

on the map. The Provisional Air Corps Regiment, Colomel Harrison H.C.

Richards, A.C, Commanding, started orgenization of thet portion of the

Reserve Battle Position astride the East Road just north of Puting early

in January.

The 45th Infantry (PS) was directed to lay out end organize the

Reserve Battle?osition within the West Sector, but the difficulties of

the terrain were such that onlyr e small portion of the position was completed
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before the 45th Infentry was employed elsewhere.

The Beach Defense

o In the East Sector the 57th Infantry (PS) was assigned that portion
of the beach from A‘bucaj to Puerto Rivas. The 52d Infantry (PA) Colonel
Cordero Commanding, was asaignod the sector from Puerto-Rivas to Limay
(both inclusive). The 2d Regular Philippine Division occupied the sector
on the right of the 52d Infantry (PA). On 11 January the 1lth Division,
Brigadier General Williem E. ﬁrougher, Comnding, relieved the 52d
Infantry end the 52d Infantry (PA) rejoined the 51st Division (PA) on
the Yain Battle Position. ;

The llth Infantry (PA) was assigned and ocoupied the sector along the
beach between Fuerto Rivas and Orion (exclusive). The 12th Infantry (FA)
covered that portion of the beach between Orion and Limay, (both inclusive).
The 13th Infantry (BPA) wes held in reserve near Balangs.

The artillery of the 21lst Division (PA) was attached to the 1llth
Division (PA) in order to strengthen the beach defense. fhe 11th Division
(PA) remained on beach defense wntil 25 Jamuary, st which bime it was
assigned to I Corps.

In the West Sector the 3lst Division (PA) was assigned the mission
of defending the beach from the RRL to Sayae_uyé.n Point (inclusive). One
battalion of the 45th Infantry (PS) oovered Bagac Bay. The Regiment
(less two battalions) was in reserve near the junction of the Pilayw
Bagac Road and the road leading to Moron. (The 2d Battalion, 4512}1
Infantry (PS) was covering the beach at Marivales).

Betean Defense Force Reserve

Shortly after midnight 5-6 January the 21st Division having withe
drawn into Bataan was assigned a bivouac area in the vieinity of Guitol.

It was assigned as Bataan Defense Force reserve.

Reorganization of Units on Arrival in Batean

The Philippine'Arnv Divisions with the exception of the 3lst Division
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(PA) end the 41st Division (PA) were badly disorgenized and depleted beceuse P
of constant eneny pressure and the normal difficulties encountered in a l
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withdrewsl by untrained troops snd inadequate transportations The 3lst Diviedon

end 41st Division had not been in combat. It was necessary to place the dis~

e
L1057t

organized divisions in bivouac area for rest and reorganizetion before they
could be used on the preperation of their essigned defensive sectors. On -
errivel in Batean, the Blst Division was initielly essigned & bivouac area ™
along the treil leading west from Limaye. The 1lth Division wes assigned a
bivouse aree in the vicinity of Guitol. ZThe 91st Division was assigned &
bivousc aree about two miles east of-Bagac, south of the Pilar-~Bagac Roads
Several days were spent in reorganization and reconnaissance by thepkey personnel
of these Divisions.

The Covering Force Action at layac Junction

On 2 Jenuary 1942, USAFFE ordéfad the Commanding General North Luzon
Foree to orgenize & covering force at lLayac Junction and upon co&pletion
of the organizetion to turn the command of the covering force over to mes
The troops allotted for this mission were the 7lst Division (PA), the
31st Infantry (US), the 26th Cawalry (Ps), the lét Battelion, 88th Field
Artillery (PS), end the lst Battalion, 23d Field brtillery (PS)e
Brigadier éeneral C, A, Selleck was placed in direct command of this forces

The 71st Infantry (PA) occupied the south bank of the Culis River
from Almecen to & point just north-sast of Culis. The 72d Infaptfy (PA)
wae.s iﬁ the posifion previously prgpa#ed by the Slsﬁ_lnfantry CUS). Thié
prepared position was astride the Bast Koad just norﬁh of Culis énd gbout
1000 yards south of the layac Junction bridge. It extended about 400 yards
west of the Bast Road. The lst and 2d Battalions extended the line to the
south=west. The disposition set forfh ebove left a wide gap between the
left of the Slst Infantry (US) end the nearest hill mass ebout, 3000 yards
ewsy. The 26th Cavalry (PS) wes essigned to cover thls gep and protect the

left (west) flank of the covering force. the lst Ba*talion, 254 Field
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Artillery and lst Battalion, 88th Field Artillery from positions west of E E »
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the Basgt Road supported the 3lst Infantry (US). The remnentsof the 71st !% E;D E
Field Artillery (PA) supported the 7lst Division (BA). :Egy&i <
The 3d Batté.lién. 3lst Infantry was held in reserve about 1000 yards ' ~N
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southewest of Culis.

The 71st Division (PA) was badly disorgenized and consisted of the
rements of the 71lst Infantry and 72d Infantry. The 3lst Infantry (US)
had not been in combat. The 1lst Battalion, 3lst Infantry (US) had not
completely recovered from the bombing it had received on Corregidor a
woek previously. The 26 Cavalry (FS) was orgenized into a horse squadron,
a motorized squadron, end one Headquarters Squadron.

The position in general lent itself to & good defense. It was on high
ground snd had good fields of fire. Some work hed beendone on the position
on 28 ;md.29 Decenber. On 30 December the 3lst Infantry (less lst
Battalion) was moved to the zig-zag on the Dinslupihan=Olangapo Roed.

It returned by 4:30 Pi, 4 January and spent the remainder of the 4th and
all the 5th January on preparation of the position. The Tlst Divj.sion
(PA) warked on the position from 2 to 5 January (inclusive). The 26th
Cavalry (PS) arrived on the position duriﬁg the night 5-6 January.

On 3 January Colonel Skerry sent one of liis Engineer Officers to
report to General Selleck to assist in the organization of the positione
An inspection on 5 January by Colomel Skerry disclosed that little work
hed been completed. Some wire had bo;en constructed, trenches dug, and
gun emplecements constructed. The line occupied was over extended. Early
on the morning of 6 January the highwey and railroad bridges over the
Culo River were destroyed by the North Luzon Force engineers. The
Commending General, North Luzon Force tﬁrned the commend of the covering
force over to me about 6300 AW, 6 January on orders of the Commending
General, USAFFE,

By 10530 AM, 6 January, the Japanese had moved their artillery inmto
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position in the wvicinity of Sabo and started shelling our position. All during = g f—;g
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the morning acdditional hostile artillery including 105mm howitzers ceme up, | !;’;\'3 {-;) =)
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went into action and pounded our front line infantry positions, as well as \‘S\LQ‘ j‘
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seversly puniéhing our artillerye. Early in the action the 7lst Field Artillery

N v

(BA) was hit. Several guns were destroyed end the Field Artillery suffered
numerous casualties. This unit promptly dispersed and ceased to exist as a
fighting unit, leaving.the brunt of the fighting to be borne by the two Field
Artillery (PS) battalionse

These two scout units put up a good fight in the face of tremendous odds,
Not only were they outranged by heavier caliber guns, but they were outnumbered
five to ones To add to their troubles, Japenese observation planes were
flying unmolested continually over their positions and they were forced to change
positions oftens We had no 155mmeguns within supporting distance of the covering
forces By 2300 Fil three out of four guns in one battery of the 23d Field
Artillery (PA) had been knocked oute The one remaining gun ocarried on the
fight alone. ‘The other battery was also in difficulty. The ammunition train
was hit and blown upe JFrime movers were diabled, and the battery suffered
severe es.sﬁa.lties._ The 23d Field Artillery (PS) lost all its guns except one
during this engagement. It ceased to exist as & fighting unit on 6 January s
The 88th Field Artillery (PS) which was in more covered terrain wes badly
hammered, but did not suffer as great a losss

About 2300 PM, Japanese infantry units were observed crossing the Culoe
River. Additional units were approaching from the northe At 4130 Pij e
heavy infantry attack was launched ageinst our position with the main blow
falling near the junction of the 3lst Infentry (US) and the 72d Infantry (PA)e
The lst Bettalion, 3lst Infantry was forced back causing & gap. “wo companies
of the 3lst Infantry (US) left the field of battle without orders; These
companies were broughf back in mobors and the C&mpany Uounmax;ders ralieved. The

3d Battalion, 3lst Infantry (US) counterattacked and restored the line.
|
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: 3
; : s L. ;&J‘
breakthrough there had only & short distence to go in order to cut the East = g o
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Road and imperil the remasinder of the force. No reserves remained. \@Eﬁ E‘
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Japanese troops continued to move south into assembly positions north \l <
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of the Culis River. It wes evident that the enemy was planning another attack
egeinst the position.. At 8500 P, General Selleck informed me that unless he

. was reinforced Ey infantry and artillery he could not hold the position. Iy

artillery officer informed me that we could not send more artillery to support

& counter-attack at dawn as we could not occupy & position after dark and

fire without daylight reconnaissancee 4t 10300 Pl, 6 January I ordered
Genersl Selleck to ﬁithdrs.w the eovaring force during the night 6=7 Januarye. .

Through & failure to decode the message ordering the withdrawal, the

26th Cavalry (PS) was not aware of the withdrawal of the remeinder of the

covering forces On 7 January this unit was forced to withdraw across country.

It joined the I Corps on 9 January after & most difficult march. After the

withdrawal the 7lst Division was attached to the I Corps and the Eist Infantry

(US) withdrew to bivouac are'a on the Orion«Cut-0ff, two kilometers west of

Oriona

On withdrewsl, contact was lost with the enemy.
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Change in Designation of Haadquar'bers K b) =

; =& g

On 7 Jenuary in accordance with orders from Commanding General USAFFE \gg !

L

i

the Bataan Defense Force was discontinued end the North Luzon Force and
South Luzon Force were redesignated the I Philippine quids and: II Philippine
Corps i'espectively. :

All troops previously éssigned to the West Sector Ba.-be.a?/ _Defense Force
were assigned to I Philippine Corps, liajor General J. M., Wainwright commanding.
Al1 troops previously assigned to the Zast Sector Bataan Uefense Force
were é.ssigned to II Philippine Corps, Bﬁajo;"Gene:-'al ﬁedrge il, Parker Jf.,
Commandinge The boundary between I Corps and II Corps was the sgme as the

boundary between the Bast Sector and West Sector Bataan Defense Forces
The I Corps was ordered to masintain contact with the II Corpse

Mission II Philippine Corps

The mission II Philippine Corps was to defend that portion of Batesn
previously designated as the Zast Sector Bataan Defense Forcee

Genersl Situation

After the withdrawal of the covering force on the night of 6«7 January,
coptact with thé enemy was lost. On the 7th and 8th of January, the enemy
continued its advance to the south, pushed out reconnaissance u.nits, a.nd
developed itsd forees for attack on our Main Battle Position. Japa.nese infentry
cavalry, ertillery, and mobor units were observed moving to the south on the
Bast Road, between Urani and Samal. Contact was regained on 9 January.
Japenese patrols maintained numeréus contacts with our outpost on 'bhe 9th and
10th of Ja.-nugry. ‘The first o.tt&ok ™S mado on the night 10-11 Ja.nuary against
the left of the 57th Infantry (PS) Sector. Thereafter, the Jepanese attacks
against the II Corps Position were piecemeal and successively progressed to ‘
the west in an effort to locate and envelope ou; left flank. It was soon
evident that they preferred to attack over rough tori‘a.in and through thick

Jungles rather then to attack over the marrow strip of good terrein astride
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the Esst Road which was strongly covered by fire. On 7 January I moved my E\g ‘
command post to & point on the trail 2 miles west of Limay. = g;
, 2t O

Operstions in 57th Infantry Sector SRS

: 5 2

On 8 January the 57th Infantry wes ocoupying the right sector of tha Je.in !% ~ 3
Battle Position with the lst and 3d Battalions on the MLR. 3d Battalion on the \g\@\ ;
N

'CT

left, the 2d Battalion on the RRL. The 1st Battalion, 24th Field Artillery (PA)
wes in direct supports Two bat’cé.l:.ens, 41st Field Art:.llery (Ra) were in
positions to give support o-n cell. Contect wes made by reconnassie.ncé ratrols on
9 Januarys On the afternoon of 10 January the OFLR wes driven in. On th-es night
10=11 Ja.nua.._rjr a Japanese force estimated as one bé.ttalion attacked the 3d Battel-
ion, 57th I;xfantry. The attack was repulsgd.

On the night 11=-12 Jasnuary the eneﬁw egain attacked the 57th Infantry Sectore
Enemy shelling was intense. The enemy attack reached our ilRe On 12 Ja.nua.ryﬂ
the 21st Infantry (PA) wes attached to the 57th Infantry.

At 4530 AN, 13 Js.nuary the Japanese again attacked with great furye The
enemy made & dengerous salient into the left of the 57th Infantry (P8) sector.
The 21st Infantry (PA) countersttacked, but made little progress. The morale
in the 57th Infantry et this time was very low. Colonel Clarke wes relieved and
ebout noon, 13 January, Colonel Arnold J. Funk, wes placed in command of the 57th
Infantry (PS)e Colonel Funk after a persoﬁal reconnaissance of his sector,
ordered a counterattack by the 2d Battalion, 57th Infentry (PS) at 3:00 Fl. The
_ @ wae restored by derk. The change in regimen’cai commenders did much to raise
morale. During the night 13-14 January the 3@ Battalion, 21st Infantry relieved
the 2d Bettalion, 57th Infantry.

On 14 January the énemy launched an attack against the 3d Battelion, 2lst
Infantry at 10:00 Ali, By 12330 Pl, this battalion had been forced out of the
MLR. Agam the 24 Battalion was used to counterattack and restore the MLR. On
15 Js.nuary the 22d Infentry was nttached to the 57th Infantry and on the night
16=17 Janus.ry the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry was relieved by the 22d In;‘antry.
About 18 January the 2d Bettalion, 21st Infantry (PA) was relieved by the
228 Infantry (PA)e The enemy pressure agains‘c the 57th Infentry Sector had
lessened since 15 January and moved to the west. Because of the threat of an
envelopment of the left (west) flenk of the Main Battle Position, the lst

Battalion, 57th Infantry (PS) was relieved about 20 January .
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by the 2d Battalion, 2lst Infantry end the 57th ‘Infantry assembled in reserve

southewest of Abucay, prepared to move to the left of the bettle line to meet
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& threatened envelopment of the left (west) fiank of the ¥ein Battle Positions \;& B"‘)
LR~

Operations in 41lst Division (PA) Sactor QQ{

TN

The 41st Division (PA) held its sector until ordared to wi‘bhdra.w.
Brigadier General Vicinte Lim, and Colonel Nalcolm Ve Fortier deserve the
highest possible commendation for their st;perior leadershipe The 4lst
Divis-ion's' oui:s‘banding ;—:erformnce of duty in action, in.withstanding comtinuous
assaults‘by superior forces was largely due to the untiring efforts and
superior military knowledge and ability of Colonel Fortier. This officer
served with outstanding honor and distinction, and his efforts were reflected
in the actions of the 4lst Division (PA)e

Enemy pressure started against the 41st Infantry (PA) Sector on the might
of 10=11 Januarye Repeated attacks and counter-attacks continued until the
15th of Januery, with the 4lst Infantry (PA) holding its MLR after each counter
attacke ' = '

By 15 January the liain enemy pressure had reached the 42d Infentry. This
unit was forced to the RRL and the 32d Infantry (PA) was ordered to report to
the Commanding General, 4lst Division on the night 15-16 January as 4lst Division
Reserve. Counterattacks by the 42d Infantry (FA) and elements of the 32d
Infantry (PA) restored the MLR within the 42d Infantry (PA) Sectore

The 43d Infantry (PA) received the heaviest enemy attacks of eny regiment -
in the 4lst Divisione By-ls Jenuary its left was exposed because of the
disintegration end rout of the 5lst Division (PA)s The heavy pressure against
this unit had made it neccessary to étrengthep' ite sector with the 23d Infantry
(PA)s During the period 14-24 Jenuary all three Battalions, 23d Infantry (Ba)
were aihgly committed to the main battle position, supporting the 43d Infantry
(Pa)s

| On the 16th January, continued enemy pressure had forced the 43d Infentry
to refuse its left flank from the MIR to the RRL. Heavy fighting hed forced

the battle line within e hundred yards of the Regimental Command Poste
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Lieutenant Colonel E, T. lewis, Senior Instructor, 43d Infentry, refused to ;Z-_ = %
_ : . : S =
move his Command Post to the rear. By his conspicious gallentry end calm o
= ]

menner displayed at this critical time, he succeeded in holding his position \Lm\ I E
: R T

until the arrivel of the Philippine Division for the counter-attack on the \&T‘Q i

: ' ~J

<,

17th of Januarys

Operations in 5lst Division (PA) Sector

Between 8=ll Janué.ry the 5151‘-;: Dwmlon(PA) strengthened its pos:ﬁ;:i.on,
improved dispositidns,_ completed commmnication installationa, and -intenaif:led
reconneissance to the front and left flank. Contact with the I Corps on Mt
Hatib was never established although numerous efforts were madé to do so.

At 5300 Pi, 11 January the 52d Infantry (PA)(less lst Battalion and one
company, previously &estroyed in South Luzon) rejoined the Division and was
essigned to Division Reserve. ; - '

On 12 Jﬁnmry the enemy attacked and opened & gap onthe right of the
51st Infentry (PA) Sector. The 52d Infantry (PA) counter-sttacked and regeined
some grounde Colonel Loren P. Stewart was killed. Colonel Young wes essigned \
to commend the 5lst Infantry (PA)e Om 13 Januery hostile pressure increesed
on ko Pronk of the Blet Infantry (BA), and by noon that unit showed signs of
weakening. The Uommanding General, 51st Division (PA) ordered the 5lst Infantry”
(BA) to withﬁra.w to the high ground on the north bank of the Iawntaﬁ Rivere

On 14 January, under continued hostile pressure the 51st Infentry (PA)
withdrew to .the south bank of the laventan River. ©Such elements of the 524
Infentry (PA) as could be released were teturned to normal control so as to
reconstitute & Division Reserve. '

On 15 Januéry all diviﬁ:}_on reserves and all other availeble troops were
committed in order to maintain the new MIR on the south bank of the lavanten

River.

At this time the I Corps was notified of the critical nature of the ’\
situation and additional troops for II Corps Reserve were requested of the 1

Commanding General, USAFFE, The 31st Division (PA) wes ordered to move tc/

the vicinity of Guitol as II Corps Reserve.
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~ About midnight 15~16 January I ordered the Commending Genersl, S5lst ‘Sfig
Division (PA) to again counter-etteck st deylight 16 January to reestablish % '~y
nis MR on the north bank of the lavanten River. The 34 Battalion, 21st %l%§?
Infantfy (PA) was ordered to repoﬁ: to the Commending General, 5lst Division \g\g
(PA) et 43500 All, 16 January to assist in the counter-attacke This bettelion \%‘\J

ne'vér reportede.

At deylight, 16 January the ettackws launcheds By 9:00 Al, some advance
hed been mede, but & dangerous gap had been created between the 5lst Infentry .
(PA) end the left of the 43d Infa'ntryi (PA)e By 1400 PM the enemy begé.n infil=
trating through the gep and et the same time succeeded in penetrating between
the 51st Infantry (PA) end 53d Infantry (PA)s Thus the 5lst Infantry (BA) was
doubly envelopedes All 51lst Division (PA) réserves were employed bub i's.:i.léd to
stop the ememy advance. The entire front of the 5lst Infantry (BA) disintegrated
end the troops routeds The 53d Infantry (PA) was ordered to fall back to the
left rear and protect ‘the right of the I Corpse

By 5300 Fl, the Commending GeneraL 5lst Division (PA) had formed &
covering force astride the Guitol Trall near Hill 1620 and started reorganizing
his division. l

The Counter-Attack by the Philippine Division

The disintegration of the Glst Division (BA) crested s oritical situation
which threstened the lain Battle Position. Unless the 5lst Division (BA)
Sector could be regeined, it wes evident thet my left flank would be eni;éloped
and the position would be lost. I ordered the Commanding General, Fhilippine
Division to counterattack gt daylight 17 Jenuery to regein the HIR within the
51st Division (PA) Sec't:or.-

On the morning of the 17th, the 3lst Infantry (US) moved into position
west of the Haciende and ettecked in & norfharly direction, with the 2d
Pettalion on the right and the lst Battalion on the left, The 2d Battalion
edvanced a short way and was stopped by heavy hostile resistance, leaving a
gep between this battalion and the 4lst Divisien (Pa) on its right. The lst
Battalion, 31st Infantry (US) pushed its atteck successfully to the Main Line
of Resistence, thus leaving & gap between the 1st Battalion and the 2d Battalion

on its right reer.
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The 3@ Battalion, 45th Infentry attacked on the left of the lst Battalion, z Z

e x X

3lst Infantry (US), end also reeched the MLR, It wes in contect with the 3lst ; ‘E,

Infantry (US), but not in comtact with the rest of the 46th Infeutry (PS)e §8 B*)

The country wes very broken, and woodeds Contact was extremely difficult to @g&}:
maintein between unite as they went forward. The 3d Battelion, 45th Infentry ‘p }

(PS) wes atbteched to the 3lst Infantsy (US) and was the left element on the
Abucey~lit Tatib lines Their left (west) flenk wes exposede On the night of g
17«18 Janusry, the 45thIInfantry (PS)(léss 3d Battalion) moved into the gap
between the 4lst Division (PA) end the 3lst Infentry (US)e On 18 January the
3lst Infentry (US) failed to make any esdvences Alt 4300 P, the lst Battalion
45th Infentry (PS) attacked from s position on the right of the 3lst Infantry
(us) in e direction sligh't:ly west of north and by 6345 F reached its objective

on *Ehe BLR. However when it reached it, ii“; we.e in contect with neither the
41st Division (PA) on .i'bsvrigh'b nor the 3lst Infantry (US) on its left reers
There was & gap of sbout 1000 yards on its right and one of sbout 1300 yerds
on its left. The 24 Battalion, 45th Infantry (PS) wes moyed into a position
in reserve behind the interval between the 3lsk Infantry (US) and the lst
Battalion, 45th Infentry (PS)s = '
On 19th Januery the 318*-5 Infentry (US) continued its effort to dislodge
the enemy fro;x the_ Hacienda podket. My request for tank support was refused.
Early in the day the lat Ba:tmlion, 45th Infantry wes withdrewn to regain
contact with the 31st Infantrye Iater in the day the lst Battalion, 45th
Infantry and the 2d Bettalion, 45th Infantry (2d Bettalion on the left) egein
attacked to the north and reached thé ¥IRe After this successful attack there
still remained & gap of about 750 yards_hetween the 46th Ini‘q‘nn"ory units and
the 4lst Divisione Contect patrols were sent out by the lst Eattelion, 45th
Infentry to cover this gap and contect was established and mainteined thereaftere
On 20 January there was brisk action throughout the day in the Hacienda
pocket, but no materiesl change developeds The enemy succeeded in infiltrating
about one company through the line‘ and in ré&r of the 2d Battelion, 46th Infentry
(PS)e This hostile f‘orce we.s encircled by the 3lst Infentry (US), 45th Infentry
(Ps), end soms elements of the 4lst Division (FA), but maneged to escepe on

the‘night of the @-21, leaving behiné. a large'nimber of deade

_Adid1ssviodd

1



o E\? T
— ‘ g

On 21 January the pressure ageinst the 3lst Infentry (US) was increased Z ; %r
greatly and it was evident that the enemy wes preparing to effect a movement ; g Z
= %
around the left flank from the direction of Mt Natib. The 3lst Infantry (US) \313\ gl) E
R~ o

made strong efforts to disledge A enemy but with no successe \gﬁ

' \p ~

At 3:00 FM, the 1lst Be.ttn.lion, 45th Infantry (PS) wes moved to the east
§0 as to make contect with the 4151: Division (PA), end the line was refused to
the south-west towards -bhe Abuoay-Bacienda Road and thus resent a uniform
front to the threatsged attack from the direction of Mt Natib.

The 2d Battalion, 4&6th Infantry (PS) was ordered to conform to this
movenant and mele oombect with the B1st Infantry (95) en ke left. However
it failed to fully complete the movement and make the contempleted change of
front and contacf. it stopped short of the desired position end left a gep
between its left and the lst Battalion, Blst Infentry (US)e

On 22 January the situation on the left flank grew worse. " Repeated attacks
end counter-attecks took place, but no material geins were made. On the don’brary
the lst Battelion, 3lst Infantry (US) ms.foreed to withdraw from the IR to &
position south of the Abucay=Hsciende road end facing I Natibe

The 3d Ba.tta.lioh, 3lst Infantry (US) withdrew to the rear ‘a.nd made contact
with the 2d Battalion, 3lst Infentry (US) on its right along the AbueayQﬁncienda
Roade But there still wes a gap-be'bwaen' its lef'l;, flenk aﬁd the 1st Battalion
3lst Infantry (US), which was south of the road. The 3d Battalion, 45th Infentry
(PS), which was still atteched to the 3lst Infantry (US) had been on the MR '
end on the extreme left and abreast of the lst Ba'btaiion, 3lst Infantry (US),
we.s withdrawn through the gap between the 3d end lst Battalions, 3lst Infantry
(Us), and placed in‘ the 3lst Infantry (US) reéem. It made several counter
é.tté.cks to stop the enemy whe‘wa.s making determined efforte to penetrate the
gépe

It was now evident thet the MLR in the 5lst Division (PA) Sector could
not be restored by the Fhilippine Dn.v:.s:.ono

Operations in the Rear Areas

On 15 January the Slst Div:Ls:Lom (PA), was attached to II Corps and ordered
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to move to Guitol in Corps Reserve. The leading elements arrived at Guitel

et 10500 AM, 15 January, end completed the movement during the night 16«17
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Jamuary. About midnight 15-16 Januery the 32d Infantry (BA) was moved to the
Abucey-lft Netib line as 4lst Division (PA) reserves o

During the period 17=21 January stragglers of the 5lst Division (PA) were
assenbled morth of Guitol and reorganized into three; Infantry Regiments k.
greatly reduced stremgthe A covering force cansiating of the remnants of the
51st Infentry (PA) and the 21lst Engineer Bé.ttq.lipn (PA) const:l'bu_ted the covering
force on Hill 1625_. Hostile reiding patrols f;equeﬁtisr- moved south along the
Abo=Abo River Valley and harrassed the 3lst Division (PA) in their bivoumc
aree and the 5lst Division (PA) in its reofgﬁ.;nizat:ii.bn'aréa. One Battalion,
_ Blst iﬁfantry (fﬁ? was placed in position to cover this river valleye

On 20 January the 5lst Infentry (PA) end 21st Engineer Bettalion (PA)
(Colonel Young Commanding) were ordered to advence north=west astride the
Guitol Treil and seize the junction of the Cuitol=Abucay=-Feciende Trailse The
advance progressed slowly ageinst little resistance umtil almost at the junction
vwhen strong pressure developede :

On 21 Jenuary this force pushed forward against heavy hostile resistance
end secured its ebjectives,during the afternoon. About 9:00 P, 21 Jenusry
& Japanese force attacked the 3lst Division (PA) from the east and north.
The 3a Bettalion, 21st Infantry (PA) wes ordered to counter-attack at 7400 Al
22 Janusry. The atteck was launched but the enemy had withdrewn during the
nighte

on 22 Januery the enemy attacked the front of the covering force, Elst
Di.ﬂsi.on (Fa) éutting regm:-d communicetions end supplye The enemy captured
Hill 1620, An attempt was made by the covering force to reteke Hill 1620 but
ves unsuccessfuls During the night 22-23 Januery the covering force withdrew
via the heevily ;jungied slopes of lit liatean, end thence generally s.ou'bh to
the 51st Division (PA) reorganization arce north of Guitol.

On 23d Januery en attack wes launched from the south to retake Hill 1620
The enemy had withdrawn from his position sand the ettecking force continued its

advence until stopped by hostile resistance astride the Guitol Trail about one

'(‘5’7;?7/ ;"ew-.a VHVN

7 10T

1]

_AAIAISSVIO4d



kilometer northwest of Hill 1620s A new covering force consisting of the
remnants of the 53d Infantry (PA) end e detachment of the 524 Infentry (EA),
Colonel Bostwright, Commanding, was put in position neer the junction of the
Guitol and Balanga Trails, with instructions ta holde Lo,

The troops north of Hill 1620 were ordereé to withdraw into reserve under
cover of derkness the night of 23-24 January;r At about éaOO PM the enemy
attacked Colonel Boatwrights N "Finding itself surrounded on three sides
it withdrew down the Abo=Abo River Valleye The 52d Infentry (PA) detachment
reported to the nearest commander m the I Corps and remained theres The 53d
Infantry (PA) wes badly scattered. Colonel Young was placed in commnd of s
force which held & position astride the %uitol Trail north of Guitol protecting
the 5lst Division (PA) reorgeanizetion area. The hostile advance was stoppe d

there that evening,. =
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Withdrawal to Reserve Battle Position z =z E;

(Ses Appendix No. 6) ; >
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The Reesons for Withdrawsl ¢, B =

; gl N"\\;Ul E‘

On 22 January Major General Sutherlend, Chief of Staff, USAFFE, visited \g\,\Q ?
BN

T/

my Command Post west of Limay. After a discussion of the situation General

Sutherland decided s withdrswel from the Abucay-Mt Natib Position was essentials

-

The reasons for the withdrewal et this time were apparents
‘\\ (’

(1) Disintegretion of the 5lst Division (PA), which had left & gap in

the lin Battle Position for six (6) days.

(2) Failure of the counteratteck by the Fhilippine Division to reestab=
lish the MIR within 5lst Division (PA) Sector.

(3) Unknown strength of the enemy thet had penetreted into the Abo=Abo
_Eivar corridor through this gape.

(4) Loss of contact betwsen I and II Corpse

(Ej A1l reserves of I and II Corps had been committed except elements
of 3lst Division (PA)e

(6) .Poss:i.hle' envelopment of Abucay~lt Natib position thus msking a later
w.ithdfaiml impossibles

(7) The enemy was in the rear of the llain Bh.ttlev Position in the I Corps
Sactor.'

The Reserve Battle Position

The outstending terrain feature of the Reserve Battle Position wes i
Semat, with an elevation of 1920 feet, which domi;at_gd the position and afforded
excellent cbservetion over the entire Corps fronte

The Catman River corridor and the Talisay River corridor afforded excellent
avenues of approach leading from the north into the positions The area in
general wes covered with dense jungles and traversed by deep gorgese The right
helf of the position had excellent fields of fire. The East Road and the
Pilar Bagec Road were the only highways leading into the position. Both were
on flet terrain and subject to excellent observetion. Trails #2 end 74 on the

eest slope and Trails #29 and #429 on the west slope of Mt Samat were the main



trails leading south into the area. The rivers drained generally to the north
eest or east. The width of the II Corps Sector along the Reserve Battle
Position was approximetely 12, Ooo-ys.rd.s.

Plan of Withdrawal

The s#lient features of the withdra.ws;i_plan weres

(1) The withdrawal to start s.fte‘r derk night 23=-24 January and to be
completed by daylight 26 January. ol

(2) Withdrewal of service installations and heawy artillery was to
start night 2%-24 January, and to be completed by deylight 26 January.

(3) A covering force, Brigadier Gemeral Yaxon S. Lough, Commending, o'
be esta‘bliéhed along the General Line Waw-Cupang-Bahi-Gui‘col. Troops in
order from left to right one third (1/3) 3lst Infantry (US), one=~third (1/3)
67tk Infantry (PS), lst Battalion, 3let Infantry (PA), 354 Infantry (BA),
remnants of 5lst Division (BA). Withdrawal to this line to start at 7300 Fu
night 24=-256 Januery. Tanks aﬁd S.P.M, to support covering force. Withdrawal
of covering force to start at 113_30 FM night 25-26 January and to be completed
by daylight 26 Janusrye -

(4) A shell consisting of one rifle company and a platoon of machine
guns for each front line battalion and battery ofi?5mm guns for each front
line regiment wes to start withdrawel at 3:00 AM 25 Januery. ’

(5) Withdrawel of front line units to stért night 24=-25 Januarye

(6) Regerve Battle Position to be divided into four Sub=sectors from

right to lefte

~ Sub-sector "A" = Colonel Cherles L, Steele, Commending Troops: 3lst Combat

- -

Team,

Sub=sector "B = Colonel Irvin E, Doane, Commanding Troopss Provisional
Air Corps Regima;.tt: : :

Sub-gector "C" - Brigadier General Clifford Bluemel, Commanding deopsa
remnants of 5lst Division (PA), 3lst Division (PA)e

Sub=-gector "D" - Brigadier General Maxon S. Lough, Commanding Troopss
21st Divigon (PA), 41st Division (BA), Mﬂ,(m).

(7) 45th Combat Team to I Corps via Pilar-Begac Roads
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(8) 11th Division (PA), to I Corps vie Piler=Bagec Roade
(9) Command Post II Cbrps to point on trail two miles west of lameoe

Changes in Plang of Withdrawal

late in the afternoon 26 January orders were recéived from USAFFE that
the 3lst Infentry (US) and 57th Infantry (PS) would not occupy sectors on the

Reserve Bé.ttie Pogition, but would be held in Army Reserve, Since the movement

gz
Loyny

79a10(] VYN

]/z
e

o/h
LI

E’ZW A

order had been issued, reconnaissance of positions mede, supplies and ammunition

dumped on positions and movement already sta;-teci, :.t wes strongly requested
that the changes in ordermbe concellede The request was refusede

The 33d Infantry (PA) was assigned the sector previously assigned the 57th
Infentry (PS)e The 57th Infantry (PS) was ordered to move to bivousc ares just
north of Liméyg The 3lst Infantry (PA) wes ordered to ocoupy the section
previously assigned to the 3lst Infantry (US). The 3lst Infentry (US) was
ordered to bivousc aree west of Limﬁy. Inesmuch as some elements had‘already
startedthe-ir movement these changes neceséitat:ad ‘the crossing of unité in
motion and resulted in some confﬁsioﬁ. Bowever the movement was completed as
orderede

At 2300 P 26 Januery it was learned that through a feilure to notify the
Commanding General, Sub=sector "C" of the change“ in orders for the 33d Infantry
(PA) & gap was left in Sub-sect;rm_’_'c__" astride Trail #e. It was urgent that the
gap ot this important part of the IR be filled immediately. The covering
forece had been withdrawn, no oub pos1_:‘ existed, and the tanks which had delayed
an advencing enemy regiment had returned. from that action via Orion Cutwoff
about noone The Commanding General, Sub=sector "G" while on & personal recon-
~ naissance of his sector discovered the error mdﬂit;imediately closed the gap
with his reserve battalion, (2d Battalion, 32d Infantry (PA))e I ordered the
Commanding General Sub-sector "D" to send one régimsnt (less one battalion) to
strengthen Sub=gector "C", The 41st Infantry (PA)(lsss' one battelion) was “the
imit designated and i'b-a.;-rived in Subw-sector "C}"'a’b 4300 FM 27 Januarye

Char_ngce in Rear Bounda.ri;s‘

Prior to the withdrawal to the Reserve Battle Position the rear boundary

of the II Corps had been the line Alangan River-li Iﬁ*arivalea.(both inclusive)s
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The, withdrawel order of USAFFE removed this boundary, ex?ended the boundary g__ ; %
between the II and I Corps to Gorde Point, and relieved Brigadier General Allan E | Ej
Co MeBride, Service Commend, Philipp‘ine Department, from responsibility for ] \L%\ B-‘) E
defense of the rear area, The 2d Regular Division (PA), Brigadier General \%\% U%
' ~N

<,

Frencisco Commanding was assigned to the II Corps. e

The units of the 24 Regular Division (BA) at this time weres The & th
Infantry -(PC), Lieutenant Colonel Jalendoni, Commendinge This unit was armed
with Enfield Rifles, and after its arrival in Batean was provided with approx-
imately fifty=five (55) Air Corps light air ccoled machinewguns, 30 caliber,
and four (4) 50 caliber machine guns, The lst and 2d Infantry Regiments (EC)
organic units of the 2d Regular Division (PA) had previously been atteched to
the I Corps. The 2d Field Artillery (FC) Lieutemant Colonel Albs, Commending,
wa.s érganized primarily from Filipino ROTC' students (approximste strength 650),
* wms armed with Enfield Rifles and was provided with epproximately twenty (20)
light, air cooled, mechine=-guns. : A

Atteched to the 24 Division (FC) was a detachment of the Philippine Off
Shore Petrol, (approximate strength 200), and was armed with the Enfield Rifle
end seven (7) light air cooled mechine guns. ‘

YNew Beach Defense Sectors were assigned as follows:

RRL to Limay (inclusive) = 3d B%ttalibn, 31st Infentry, Lieutenant
Golonel-McKeée Commanding s ' i :

—Limy (exclusive) to Lucanin River (inclusive) = Provisional Regiment
consisting of 3d Battalion, 4th Infantry (PC), the O£f Shore Ptrol sl ke
2d Field #rtillery, Lieutenant Colonel Garcis, Commanding. .

Lucanin River (exclusiva) to Gorda Point (inclusive) = 4th Infe.ntry (PG)
(less 3d Battelion) Lieubenant Colonel Jalandoni, Commandings
Sub=-gector ‘.“E" Reserve. The 2d Engineer Battalion, on call. (This unit
norme.lly used onh-m;.rious anginéar projects within the II Corps area.- under
supervision of my Corl;s Engineer Officer.)
Supporting 'Eroops for Sub=gector _“Ef_';
Six (8) Batteries of the 21lst Field Artillery (BA)
Six (6) Semrch ‘light units. : : :

Six (6) Naval gunse
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About 10 February arrangements were made with Brigedier General licBride i g« 5

for epproximtely 600 Service Troops to serve as & reserve for Lieutenant l E ‘E
Colonel Ga.rcia's Sector. A similar reserve composed of approxiﬁatoly 500 men i\;%\g\)
of the 5th Interceptor Commnd, 200 Air Corps Engineers, 200 men from Haadquartezw]@%%

Company E‘PD, end 100 men from the Quartermaster Bakery wes organized and assignec
to Liewtenant Colomel Yalandoni's Sector. These units were organized into
combat units and given lconsiderable combat training.

On 28th January the 192d Tenk Battalion was assigned a primary mission
along the beach from Panden Point to Limay (inclusive)e This unit had a
contingent mission to support Subwgsctors "A" and "]3?". The 194th Tenk Battalion
was asgigned & primary beach mission from Linm.y (e:;cciusive) to Cebcebin and
& contingent mission to support Sub-sectors g and pe, '

The Selfw=Propelled Mounts had similar beach defense missions.

Artillery with II Corps

The artillery with the II'Corps at this time was as followss

Unit Number Armement Mission
21st Field Artillery (PA) 24  75-mm  Subwseotors A & E
Slst Field Artillery (FA) 8 75wimm Sub-gector C
41st Field Artillery (FA) 16 7 Semm Sub=gactor D
418t Field Artillery (PA) _ 8 2,95 M  Subwsector D
5lst Field Artillery (PA) 8  75emm Sub=sector G
301st Field Artillery (PA)(less 1 Flat
155-mm Howitzerse) 16 155=mmn General Support
Btry "B" 86th Field Artillery (PS) 4 156~mn GAF General Support
1st Bn., 24th Field Artillery (PS) 8  75-mm GAF Sub-sectors A & B
1st Bn., 24th Field Artillery (Ps) 4 2495 M6.G Subwsectors A & B
18t Bn., 88th Field Artillery (PS) ' 8 75emn Sub=gectors A & B
Naval Guns | : é.pprcx - 12 1 pounders Beach Defense

to 3 inech
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Defense of Orion-lft Samat Position 26 January 1942-2 April 1942 B
i ; O
Operations in Sub=-gector "D" 26 January = 21 March ! ; E%i z
The morning of 26 January found all units assigned to Sub-secbor "B" in Lﬁé\ﬁi =
: ~ < X O
or entering their assigned Subwssctor and engaged in orgenizing and strengtheninp§§;f;2
o , N

T,

their positions.

The troops garrisoning the Subwsector were all Fhilippine Army units and
consisted of the 21st Division (PA), Brigadier General Mateo Capinpin, commending,
and the 4lst Division (Ba), Brig&&ier General Vicente Lim, Commending, and the
334 Infantry (PA) (wnbil 3 March) Mejor Stanley Holmes, Commending.

Initially‘fhe 21st Division (PA) employed two regiments in the defense of
its assigned position. The 22d Infantry (PA) was on the right (east) and the
23d Infentry (PA) on the left (west)e The 21st Infantry (PA) was designated
as Corps Reserve. It remsined in position in the 21st Division (PA) position
however, to be empléyed as the reserve of that diviaion.on orders from ;I
Philippine Corpse

Brigadier General lax Lough was assigned to command Sub=sector “D? and
used the General eand Speciai Steffs of the Fhilippine Division to pe;f;rm
similar functions in Sub=sector "D" and the Philippine.Divisiqn Service Units
continued to function in those céﬁ&cities in Sub=ssctor fDﬁo
Sub-sector "D" was on the extreme west of my Corpse Ini%i&lly no roads other

55 /
then Carabo;-%rails led into this sectors It was charecterized by very rugged
terrain and dense tropical undergrowth. Thé construction of necessary roads,
communication facilities and subsequent supplying of this force of over fours
teen thousand men required almost superhuman effort by all concerned. The
results accomplished by the Philippine Division General and Special Staffs and
of the Service Units were particularly outstanding,

Probably due to the very heavy casuslties thet he had suffered in over=
coming the mein battle position, the enemy was slow to follow up the advantage
he gained by our withdrawel. He advanced very cautiously and allowed contact
with our main forces in this sector to be broken off for two or three dayse

The first contact was by small combat patrols and gradually increased

to recomnaissance in force. Daily local combat during the early part of
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February occurred along the entire front of this Sub-sectors Freguently ; == E}
; : ? IS o
reconnaissances in force which wvaried in strength from a company to a battelion ! ; E z
R
were made. In these encounters severe losses were inflicted on the enemy by L;&B“) E
: . LS [UI U:’
our troops, and their losses would have been greatly increased had our troops \7\%\’1:@?: i
1 \J |

7/

been equipped with modern hend grensdes, infantry mortars, and adequate
sutomatic weapons.

The effectiveness of our artillery during this period canm hardly be
overestimated in breaking up hostile concentrations, destroying formetions,
aﬁd frustrating attacks. It was without doubt the weapon that the enemy feared
moste ‘

On 23 February the enemy mede a general retirement all along the front \.
of the II Corps and thereafter, except for minor pa.'b.rol. ections and constant |
serial réconnaissance, there was little activity in Sub=sector "D" until the
latter part of larch, J i

Operations in Sub-sector "C" 26 January = 31 March

About 7300 P, 26 Janmry; the"aAVénoé ‘elements of the enemy reached
the MLR, and established s pocket. After dark, 27-28 January, the enemy again
attacked the MIR at this point and was again repulseds The enemy estimated,
as an infantry'hat'ba.lion, entrenched in and around & bamboo thicket astride
Trail #2 where Tré.il #2 crosses the Pilar River, about seventy-five yards
north of our ML‘R. S

The 41st infantry (PA)(1less one Battalion) rolieved the 2d Battalion,
32d Iﬁfa.:rbry (PA)(loss Coinéény "H") during the vmorning of 28 Januarye The
3d Béttalim, 4lst Infantry (PAS, “with Company “ﬁ", 732& Infentry (PA) end
Bettalion Headquarters Battery, Slst Field Artillery (PA) attacked, occupied
the MLR, covering a front of 1200 yards ea.s:t of Trail-#z.; The 2d Battaliom,
41st Infantry (PA)(less Company "F") occuppied the RRL.

On the nigh"b<28-29 January after a hostile artiliery preparation of about
one hour, the enemy laundhed an attack supported by artillery, machine=gunm,
and morter firee The main effort was directed at Trail 32 The fighting was

brisk and at close quarterss Every hostile attempt to pénetréta our line was
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repulsed. Fighting continued throughout the night, along the entire front | z Z S;
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of Subw-gector "C", This attack was the main effort made by the enemy within 1 ; a*
: il : g 2
the II Philippine Corps prior to their attack on 3 April. Captured documents 5 ;?“’Q {;‘) =
: : =G S
indicated that the elements of three Japanese Regiments were employed in this \&l@i
N

T

attack; thet the Japanese were short of artillery:; that the direction of their
attack was southwest; and that their mission was to drive our troo;és into
lMenila Bay near Limay,

On 28 Janua.i-y, I ordered General Bluemel to counterattack, drive the
enemy nor'bh,. and re-éstablish our erigj._nal OFLR. A counterattack was launched
at 1:00 _PM, 29 January, supported by artillerjr fire. Some advance was made,
however the advence was halted by enemy fire from naa.rﬁthe Junction of Trail
#2 end the Orion Cut-0ff. Sub=sector "C" artillery could not reach this ares.
I attached a battery of 2.95's to Sub-sector "C" and ordered another counter-
ettacke This counter-attack was launched at 8300 AM, 2 February. It encomtered
much resistance and progressed slowlye ‘he aftack was resumed on the morning
of 3 February, and the bamboo thicket waé taken, Hundreds of dead Japanese
were éountéd. The enemy withdrew to & position elong the Talisay River.

The outpost was still some distance behind the location designateds On
5 February another atteﬁpt to advance the outpost gained but little grounde
From 6-20 February the enemy in Talisay Velley was harrassed day and night by
irregular and itermittent artillery fire, and comstant, vigorous éatrolling.
On 21 February an atbtempt was made to dislodge the enemy from the wvalley and
on the _night 22=23 Februery, he withdrew from the valleye. The designated
outpost line was now occupieds

From 23 February until after th§ middle of March, a com?aratiw quiet
period existed in Subwsector "C", ' Constant patrolling to maintein contact
was carried out, L

Operations in Sub-sector "B" 26 January = 21 March

Sub-sector "B" was occuppied b:;ra;. Provisional Infantrjr Regiment, strength
approximately 1460; made up of Air Gor‘psi personnel (american), Colonel I, E.
Doane, 'Infa.n'try, Commandinge Other then intermittent bombing and patrol actions,

no enemy contact was made in this sector during this period.
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Operations in Sub-ssctors “A“ré{;and "E" 26 January = 21 lMarch ; g ‘j %
Sub=gector "A" extended on the right of Sub=sector "B" to the beach-and ! ; ‘E ﬁ
~. = i | £ 1, &
along the beach to Limaye Sub=sector "E" extended from Limey along the beach L;&B‘; E
; W NN
to Gorde (southern=most point on boundary between II and I Corps)s  Sub=sector w\%}i@: |
' ~J

T,

A" mpintained contact by vigorous ps.'ﬁr.olli.ng in its sub=sector and intermittent
bombing occurred in both subv¥sectors. The main enemy operation in these
subwgecbors during this perio‘c.i;g\ however, was harrassing action from Menils Baye
buring the period 21 Januafy = 2 April, the enemy intermittently shelled
the beach positions at night by 75=mm ipi.aces mounted on barges in Manila Baye
| G2 informetion disclosed that a large number of barges were being constructed
in Manila. These activ:’rbi:es indicated & probable intention of the enemy to
attempt an envelopment of my Corps from Manila Bay.

An off-shore patrol was organized using bancas powered with outboard
motors., Acting in conjunction with a small fleet of "mosquito boats™,
Philippine Army, under USAFFE, this patrol skirmishedv nightly with tI;e enemy
harrassing force. Two enemy barges wers sunke

No material demsge was done by this barrassinga ction other then the
demoralizing effect on the green Filipino troopse

Reorganization of liain Battle Position

After the withdrawal of the eneh:y'on'QS Feb:l'ﬁgrjr,‘ ‘the lain Battle Position
wes reorganized and strengthened.

In Subwgector "D", the 33d Infentry was relieved on 3 lMarch and placed in
Corps Reserve alonghi';ail #64 on the left rear of Sub-sector ¥C"; The 4lst
Infantry was returned to Sub=-sector #D4, and took up the posii:i;:n formerly
occupied by the 33d Infantrye The 21st Infantry was releesed to the Commanding
General Sub-sector "D" end was placed on the left flank of the 2lst Division.

In sub=ssctor %C?’ the 51st Division had been depleted to about 3500 men

and officerse To reduce overhead and make more men available for the front
lines, this wnit was reorganized into the 5lst Combat Team of four Infantry
Battalions and two Batteries of Field Artillerye. Engineer, Medical and Service

Units were reduced and all possible personnel was srmed with the rifle for

front line duty.
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The 1st Battalion of the 33d Infentry was assigned to sub=sector e
from the Corps Eeserve. =

No material chenges were made in the personnel of the other sub-sé\eta' Se
The units of the II Philippine Corps finally disposed on 21 March is shown

schematically as follows:

% )(’35";
H o H H H
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T XTI - & = - - XCT = -AC =-BA X Div'ih
x - S - o~ - x = - - x
] $ S | ] : ] 3 sRegt 3 H
s $ 3 3 3 s 3 ] ' : :
: ¥ 3 3 i 3 ] ] ) 3 :
334 Infantry (PA)(less 3d Battalion) Corps Reserve

School for Scouting and Fatrolling

During the cemparativély quiet périod e school for scouting and
patrolling wes initiated in all Ph:i.lip:pine Army Unifs. Specially selected
officers and non-commissionad officers from the 3lst Infantry (US) and the
57th and 45th Infantry (PS) wézl'e detailed to the front line to conduct this

gchoole

At the seme time trained technicians from the 14th Engineers (PS) visited
ell front line units to instruect and assist in the completion of the defensive
posttion,

Plans for Counter-attack

During the period, 6om}::rehensivé'plans for cownter-attack at every
conceivalle place that the enemy might penetrate .wer/e me.de s .

A1l Service Units of the Service Command (Fhilippine Department), were
orgenized to take over the bsach defenses of Subwsector "E' so that I might
have that unit evaileble in the eveht of an enemy bres.k-';:h;'qugha

Reconnaissances were made of routes to all Sub=sectors _by commanders of
the 2d Regular Division (PA) and by officers of the 33d Infantry (FA)(The

Corps Reserve)e
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Headquarters USAFFE ordered thorough reconnaissance by Commenders of the L_ =2 g
> % r
31st Infentry (US) and the 45th end 57th Infantry(PS)(USAFFE)Reserve) of all S =
- - iy . . - L i . - E é
routes in my coOrpss | ’?i E“) =
Upon the formation of the Imzon Force on 12 lproch, the Commanding General \'\\;Ut S
—~ Q ;Q j
)

L

ordered pra.ética meneuvers for the actual occupation of the beach defense in

T,

Sub=sector "E" by the Service Units, relieving the 2d Reguler Division (PA)

to be evailable for counter-atteck missionse

Enemy Starts Developing for Attack

From ebout 13 ﬁreh; the eﬁeﬁmy aotivity.iﬁéieééed dailye In'bense Aeriel
activity commenced on 15 Mé.rch and grew in intensity‘ bobh in the front line
areas snd in the rear installations. Vigorous patroiling by my infentry units
continued, but the enemy hed esteblished a screen that was difficult to
penetrate.

Beginning about 12 Merch, I had daily information of large enemy truck
and materiel movement south from I@mq _gunction and west from Abuceys Troops,
Artillery, end teanks were observed in these movementse This continued for e
period of fourteen days, both dé.y and nighte

Tt was evident that the enemy was messing his infentry, artillery, emmun-
ition, and supplies, in front of Sub-sector fp", Since Mt Semet was the -
dominating terrain feature within my sector, aﬁ";l.th excellent corridors leading
gouth, on each side of lit Samat, it wes believed that the enemy would leunch
his ettack with lit Semat as his initial objectives This opinion was verified
by the capture of a detailed order for & reconnaissance in force teken from
e dead Japenese officer by persommel of the 43d Infantry (FA) on the night of
24-25 Yaych, From the mss of information awailable I estimeted that an enemy
s.'bta.ck. could be expected at any time after 26 March and that the main effart
would be launched sgainst the front of Sub-sector "p*, I so reported to the

" -

Commanding Genersl, USFIP on 26th Yerche

Physical Condition of Persomnel
Although this pézh'i'.odrhas been charac‘l-:ér:i;zédﬁ.s comparatively quiet, the

physical condition of the personnel of my command had deteriorated et en
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slarming rates The ration hed continued to be cut so that during the month of = = Ei
S =

Merch, the troops were barely getting e one-fourth retion. In the terms of ; ‘E }J
calories, they were receiving less than 1000 per day. ledical authorities K E;'\) 5
.\.;\\;Ul S|

stated that 1500 were needed to perform the barest functions of life. By 1 ~§§\f§2 z
3 ' ~N
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Merch serious muscle wasting was evident and by the latber part of March the
conmbat efficiency wes rapidly decreasinge.

Ba—tas.n is & malariel infested region. lack of Quinine had brought the
hospitalization for melaris to 500 daily by 1 March end 1000 deily by 1 Aprile

Due to lack of vitemins, Berieberi was flagrent and increasinge. Dysentery
and diarrhes were extremely prevelent and due to the weakened condition of the
men, the epidemic could not be controlled.

After 15 March the ailment of nerve fatigue due to incessant bombing
end the absence of any counter activity, particularly in the eir, rapidly
increased.

Due to leck of gasoline or tranmsportetion, great numbers of the sick
could ‘not be evacuated but lay in the forward aree and caused & further strain
to the Commenders of the fighting troopss

The supply of needed clothing hed long been exhausted, end & large part
of the troops were barefooted &nd clad in ragse.

I estimated that the combat efficiency of my troops was 20% by 15 March.

Bach dey it was lessening and by 2 April it was materially lowered.

Operetions in Sub-sectors 21 larch 1042 » 2 April 1942

Sub-sectors "A", "B", and “E_"Iden'l-:inuad fs.irly‘éuiet as far as operstions
by ground troops ms cémt;ernad." ﬁtxenw patrol activity had increased however
in Sub-sectors "A" and "B".

In Sub=sector "M 'E:h:;'ee enemy ralds were staged in this area on the nights
of 21-22 lMarch, 27-28 Harch, and 30=3l Marche The first two raids were repulsed
at the OPLR with, heavy enemy casualties but the OFLR broke tmder the force of
the third re.:nd and & section of it retired beyonu the MIR, The enemy however l
feiled to come through the gap it created. :

In Sub-sector ®D" during the day of 28 March, e hostile force of about



& regiment exerted severe pressure against the 42 Ini‘anﬁry in the center of
the 41st Divisbon Sector which caused the OFLR to giﬁs wey in the afternoons
Ceunter-e.ﬁ:acks restored the posi:‘t.iog by heévy handeto-hgnd Pighting.

On 80-31 liarch and 1 April the pressure of the enemy steadily increased.
It was apparent that he ,_hnd returned with a serious offensive purpose and
i:i'bh fresh shock troops, strongly reinforced with ar-tillery, ﬁnks, morters,
automatic weapons, and air supporte. The 2151‘; Infentry (PA) withdrew its OFIR
%o & point 150 yards from its MIR to tie in with the 42d Infantry (PA) on its
left. ' | s

During the night 1=2 April the 2lst Division withdrew its OPLR on the
right to s point sbout halfway between New laluye and the MLR, The 5lst Coubat
Tea.mr:i.n Sub=gector _?’C"\accordingly withdrew the left of its MLR to maintsin
contacts SR '

On April 2, the 42d Infantry's OFLR and MLR broke under & terrific bombing

atteck but the MR was restored bei‘oreﬁigh‘bfaile
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The Second Battle of Batean (Orion = 1t Semat Position) 3 April 1942

To 9 April 1942

(See Appendices No's 6 and 7)e

Diagremmetic disposition of II Corps troops on lMain Battle Position,
6300 AM, 3 Aprils
H ] 3 3
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II Corps Reserve 33d Infantry (PA)(less 1 Battalion)

Chronoiogical Record of Operations 59 April 1942

3 Aprils Throughout the night 2=-3 April 1942 the enémy-continued shelling
the Main Battle Position in Sub=-sector A"D“'. Sterting at 8300 Al the enemy
concentrated extremely heavy artillléry fire (the heaviest by far of any
artillery fire in any battle to(de.'be in the Philippina Islands = 356 firing
pbsi‘tions had been spotted). /The shelling lasted until 4:00 FM, Hostile
‘planes were constently in ﬂia air\. Intensivgaérial bombing continued through
out the day on the HLR and R.RL of the 4lst Division (PA)e The enemy bombed
and shelled at will, Sub=sector "D" and that portion of Subwsector "C" west
of Trail #2. Hostile plenes ho:v;r;d over our ertillery positions a;16~bombed_
them whenever we opened firee HAbout 3300 Pl, & heavy coordinated attack
supported by tanks was launohed‘against the 4lst Division (BA) fronts The
main effort of this attack was made ageinst the left (west) flank of the 424
Infantry (BA)e The 424 end 484 Infamtry Regiments (PA), gave vey in complete
routs ihé 41st Infentry (PA;)_,’ also withdrew and throruéh some confusion of
orders started to withdrew south on Trail #29 tmrd.s Trail #8e The artillery
of the 41st Division (PA) in direct support of Sub-sector "DF, remasined in

position and fired effecfively against the edvencing enemy; fepea‘cedly breaking

e i i i s e e

7K
il

ziﬁjggjjanYKumm“

7I00e(] VAVN

e

AATE ITOCCYTTI YT



B
< g
up his concentrations of troops, and inflicting severe losses. Some of the ; 5 =
‘ i % ' e
batteries remained in position end fired until they were charged and captured | ;_ E
| & s
I N
by the enemy. O
The 21st Infantry (PA) wes heavily attacked during ‘the day, but menaged “i%\\

L

T,

o hold its position. However, it refused its left flenk in order to meet
a thrust from the west and to make contect with any friendly troops on that
flank,.

The sick end wounded were assembled et the junction of Ireils #6 and
#429, end every effort we.s made to evacuate them as rapidly é.xgd as és.fe'ly as
possibles

~ The 33d Ini'anfry (PA)(1less 1 Battalion) which since the 3d of March had
been in II Coi-pa Raserve; Viva.s released to 'bhe Gommanding Genei‘al of Sub=sector
"D", and was ordered into positiw:;n on the Ca'tnﬁ_.n River, west of Mt Semete
i’his unit took up position astride Trail 7429 near the junction of Trails
#429 and #6s A defended roed block was constructed et the zig-zag on Trail
=fﬁf=#.!¢29 to p;ewnt advance of enemy tenks. “he Battalion deployed along the
Catman River we.s attac;kéd during the nigh£ 3=4 April.

The Anti-tenk Compeny, 3lst Infantry (US) ?4-57m guns ) wes attached
*bo- Sub=sector "C" and took up posi‘tion asti-idé Trail 721 for anti~tank defense.

The 3lst ini‘antry (US) was notified of the attack on 't:fhe 41st Division
(PA), front, ar;d werned that early movqment could be expectadQ

During the night 3-4 April a hostile landing s_uppor‘bad by 75-7mm guns on
barges wes attempted ageinst Sub-sector “".A‘” near Pandan Pointe. This attempted
landing wes repulsed by our artillery fire.e

In Sub-sector "C", the 5lst Combat Team (FA) was ordered to prepare a
position facing weste This line extendéd from the point where the MLR crossed
the Pilar River to the RRL. It wes west of and covered Trail #2.

4 Aprile 4t dayl;lght large glights of ]:ow flying enemy bombers, bombed
and sfrﬁfféd thé front iines. A coordinated attack, supported by heavy artillery
fire and(tanks wes di;'ected against tha left (west) flenk of thqf&]_.g'b Division

(PA)e Under pressure of this attack, the 21st Infénﬁry (BA), orumbled and the
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23a Infentry (PA) refused its left flank to the RRL to meet the threat on its | g: R
= : |2 &S
left and reare. - u
g NS
The Battalion of the 33d Infantry (PA), which wes deployed along the \R\\)% E
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Catmen River, was withdrewn to the junction of Irails 7422 and f6e It =R k\l

g

received enemy pressure from its front and right (east) flank during the day
and night 4=5 April, '

The 45th Infa.ntry (P8), less one battelion; the 3lst Infantry (us), and
the Provisional Tank G_rbup' (less two companies supporting the I Corps) were
released to the II Corpse ;

The 31st Infantry (US), wes ordered to move to assembly position near
junction of Trails 710 end #2o The 45th Infantry (PS)(less one battelion)
assembled neer Trails 48 and #29. ' ;

The 57th Infb,n'tri (Ps), wes ordered by Luzon Force to Lemsos

I released the 3lst Infantry (US), the 46th Infantry (PS)(less one battalion),
and e company of tanks to the Con‘mli.mft.’n'.ng General, Sub=sector "D" gnd ordered him
to counter-attack o reestabli;h the RRL within the 4lst Division Sectore

All engineer troops were ordered to stop engineer work and assemble for
combet. An attempt was made to reorgenize the scattered elements of the 43d
end 42d Infentry Regiments. Lieutenant Colonel Lewis succeeded in essembling
ebout two hundred men of the 43@ Infentry (BA) neer the junction of Trails 46
and #8e Lieﬁtonant Colonel MoDonald wes able to assemble only fifty men of
the 424 Infentry (PA)e The men of the 42d Infantry (Bo) were attached to the
434 Infantry (PA)e

Elements of the 2lst Division Field 4rtillery remained in action in Sub=
sector "D" and remments of the 4lst Infantry now under I Corps were in position
on the Pantingen Rivere

The &lst Combet Team withdrew its OFLR to the Pilar-Bagac Roade Increased
artillery fire wes ré;aived in Sub-sector "g", There was no change in Sub=sectors
mgM, MBY. end VEY, : . -

T A% 2500 Pif,ﬂé April, the 46th Infantry (PS) then in Army Reserve on Seysayan
Ridge; started its movement to asseﬁhl‘y poaitioh neer the junction of Trails #8

and #9-
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During the night 4-5 April, the 3lst Infantry (US) moved from its bivousc z =z E‘T
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area one and one=half miles west of lamao to assembly position near the junction ; ‘E, Ei
of Trails #2 and #10. LN
= = \K\fe)’l S

5 April. Hostile pressure supported by ebout thirty tenks continued \Q}Q ;
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aga.iné‘b the left of ti)s 21st Division (PA)e The 23d Infantry (PA), followed
by the 224 Infantry (PA), withdrew with some semblsnce of order during the
afternoon to & line 1500 yards north of Trail #429, This exposed the left
(west) flank of Sub=sector "C" to attack;. Combet Teaﬁ 5l occupied its previously
?xep&fed position facing west and covering Treil #2. The remainder of troops
in Subwsector "C" held on the MIRe The 21st Division (PA) end Combet Team 51
aress were heavily bombed and shelled throughout the day. Contact between the
21st Division (PA) and Combet Team 51 was loste The Comuanding General, Sub=
sectox; Hew reqﬁeé’i;ed permission to withdraw to the east bank of the Sen Vicente
River, I ordered him to withdrew his left flenk and regain contect with the
21st Division (PA). Ilater in the dey the Commanding General, Sub=-sector "C"
egain requested té withdraw to the east bank of the Sen Vicente. I ordered
S Pehali present position. o
The 334 Infantry (PA)(less one battelion) wes heavily engaged in its
position near the junptioﬁ "of Treil #429 and#ﬁ. Enemy‘ pressure wes being
received on its front and both flanks. The 57th Infantry (PS), was released
to II Corps and was assigned to the Commanding Generel, Subwsector "D", The
Commanding Geners.l, Sub-saefor UDY isgued orders for the comte;wat;:a;k, at:
his command post 500 yards west of Treils #6 and #8. The plan of attack included
the followings '
(1) Initiel objectives RRL of Sub-sector "D
(2) Time of attacks 63500 L, 6 TR
(3) 3lst Infentry (US), move to assembly position near junction of
Trails 7429 and 744 and attack North ox Trail #e
(4) The 33a Infantry (PA), (less one battalion) to atteck north on Treil
29, \ 2 | ' .
 (B) The 45th Infs.n'bry (PS)(1ess one ba‘btalion) supported by one tenk

company to ettack north on Treil #FQQ.
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(6) The 21lst Division (PA), was to atbtack between Treils #4 and #429. ; = . =
; 5 = : ; B3
(7) The 57th Infantry (PS), in Sub-sector Reservee. : ; ‘gg
| = o
e N
(8) A thirty minute artillery barrege to preceed the attacke \& &3 E
The Commanding Officer, 3lst Ini‘antry (Us), issued his a.t'be.ok order et @Q
BN
4300 P, 5 April at his Command Post on the Belolo River nesr Treil #2e He b

ordered the 1lst Battalion, 3lst Infantry (US) to move at once, 5300 B, 5 4
April, to secure Ireils 344 from Trail # 2 to #429, Remeinder of the 3lst /'"
Infentry (US) to move after derk _to the junotion of Treils #44 and 7429,

The 2d Battalion, 3lst Infantry (US) passed through the lst Battelion, 3lst
Infantry (US) at midnight 5-6 April and ren into enemy resistance just wesi;""

of the junction of Trails 744 and #429, Heavy firing wes heard £rom the 21st
Division (PA) sreaes The enemy hed enveloped the remnants of the 21lst Divisien
(PA) in e night attack end it had completely disintegreteds Lieutenant Colonel
lewis with the remnents of the 42d Infantry (PA), and the 434 Infantry (BA) .
(about 250 men) moved north on Trail #6 and attempted to relieve the 4lst
Field #rtillery (PA) troopse This effort was repl;.lsed.

6 April. At £:45 A, 6 April, Colonel Uhrig sccompsnied by two Philippine

Army Colonels of the 2lst Division (PA) arrived a.-t the Commend Post, 3lst
Infentry (US), and told the Commanding Officer, 3lst Infantry (Hs)(Lisutenan'b
Colonel Bredy) thet the 21t Division (PA) hed completely D:Ls:.ntegrated.
Lieutenant Colonel Brady failed to launch his atteck as ordered. - Commmications
with Sub-sector ®D" were ‘nroken./ In explaining his esction to the Commanding
General, Sub-sector "C", he stated that he had only 800 men, and if the attack
had gained its objec{:i{re, they were insufficient to hold the RRL of the 2lst
Division (PA). The artillery barrage supporting the planned attack waes fired
as scheduled; An enemy force es‘timt:ad as a fagimant advancing eest of it

Semat hit the 31lst Infantry (US), while it was still deployed in attack
formation. The mission of the 3lst Infentry (US) was chenged by G-3, Sub=sector
DM to hold junction of Trails 744 and #429 at all coste

" The 33d Infantry (PA)(lsss'one battalion) was forced out of its position
near junction-of Trails 6 &nd 7429, The remmants of this unit led by lMajor

Holmes, withdrew south-eést across country and attempted to rejoin our forces
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east of the Ssn Vicentee They found themselves completely cut off by Japeanese 1
troopse [hey then broke up into small parties, and nade their way to the north\
through the Jepanese linese The 33d Infantry (PA)(less one battelion) ceased
to exist after this date. Contact with the 33d Infentry (PA) had been lost on
4 April and was never regained. This unit never received thé atﬁck order of
the Gommanding Generel; Sub-sector "D". 'Eha'és-th Infentry (PS)(less one
battelion) supported by one company of tanks ettacked north on Ireil $29, It
wes stopped estride Treil 429, about 2500 yards north of Trail 8.

By 2:00 Plf, the enemyﬁadvancing south on Trail #6 and west thereof,
reached Trail #8, end cut off Headquarters Sub=sector *pu the 45th Infantry (PS)
and ‘the remments of the 4lst Infantry (PA) from the vempinder of the Corpse
At 7400 Fl, the 4b6th Infentry (PS)(less one battalion) was withdrewn south on
Treil #29 to Traillﬁﬁg and pleced in position facing east astride Treil #8,
oround midnight 6=7 April. This unit was ordered to attack east on Trail 18
early 7 April to reesteblish comtacts The remnants of Sub-sector D" east of
Trail #6 were placed under the Command:.ng Of‘flcer. 57th Infs.ntry (PS) The
Commandmg Officer, 57th Infentry (less one be.tts.l:.on) wu.th the remnants of
the troops of Sube=sector "‘D" we.s ordered to secure the Junctlon of Trails #6
and #8+ <he 2018t and 202d Engmeer Settalions (PBA) were ettached to the 57th
Infantry (PS). Gommn:.cat:.ons were fraquently d:.srupted by enemy artillery firee

The Commending General Sub-sector "C", asked again for permssaon to
withdrew to the east bank of the Sa.h-\’iéente River. I ordered him to occupy
a line on the second ndge west of the San Vicente River. This was the line
held by the 215t Infantry (US), Combat Team 51 was ordered to take position
on the right of the 3lst Infantry (US), and to prolong the line to the Northe
The lst Batimlion, 32d Infantry (PA), and the lst Battalion, 33d Infantry (ka)
were orderéd to fact to the west and extend the line to the north'of Combat V
Team 51. This forced the withdrawal of the outposts of Combat Teem 51 and lst
Battelion, 33d Infantry (BA), and caused the left portion of the lst Bettalion,
33d Infentry (PA) to give up its MLRe Enemy tanks on the Filer-Bagaoc Road

were driven off by the anti-tenk weapons of the 3lst Infentry (US)e
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end uncontrollable mobe About 907 of the Fhilippine Army were without shoess = =0
: = >
Their one wniform was worn out. Officers and men were suffering from S 5 §
amlnutrition, and the majority of them were ill with malaris and dysentery or \\’\[Lh =]
N
both and should have been in the hospitel, It was now evident that it wes \t\\}\J [

T,

impossible to expect or fores any further conbat service fromt hese units. Thé
Commending General, Sub=-sector .‘_'C“ repeatedly endeavored to organize successive
positions astride Trail #2. Ea.;h“position we.s shelled, bombed and ouﬁ‘lanked
by the enemy. The 26th éavalry (PS) then near the junction of Trails #10 and
525 were attached to the Gommnding?General, Sub—sec‘boﬁﬁ(". The Gomm;nding
General, Subwsector "C" was ordered to organize and holdﬁaAli::;e along the
Vemala River, e .

The 26th Cawalry (PS) was deployed astride Trail #20 on the south bank of
the Mamala River. Remmants of the 3lst Infantry (US), 57th Infa-n‘bry (PS), 14th /
Engineers (PS) and 803d Engineers (US) were in‘an assembly position near Trail -
#20 about one and one~half miles south of the haxfn.la River., The enemy held a
portion of Trail #20 between this pnit and the 26th Cavalry (PS) wnder fires
Due to continued ﬁostile pressure by superior enemy forces, a.nii'flanking action
on the left (west) flank of the Vomala River, the oc‘cupatio'n of the position
had to be abandoned, end the troops during the_rlﬂz_gurs of ﬁarkness 7=8 April
ocoupied the Alangon River Line,

Sub=gectors ,.'_’A_‘“ and "B" were ordered to conform.

Troops of Sutﬂa-r-éectorw_“l_&" (4th FC) taken from their beach defense and
released to Commanding Genérél, Sub=gector nen,

The Commend Post, II Corps was moved to KP 1674 Bast Road during the night
7=8 Aprile

The II Corps artillery was displaced to the rear and wes never in Sub=gaoctor
"C" aotion again,
a Aprily By 3300 AM, 8 April, the Alangan Ri‘.ver line was oceupied by
remnentsof the following units, from rigﬂt to 1efé, 4th PG, 3lst Infantry (BA),

Frovisional Air Corps Regiment, 803d Engineers (US), 57th Infantry W(_PS), 31s8

Infantry (US), 26th Cevalry (PS) and 14th Engineers (PS)s The Commanding General
LY
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Sub=gector "C" (Brigadier General Clifford Bluemel) had personally supervised §
the organizﬁtian under gréat difficulties. He had been placed in direct o
=

command of all front line troops and deserves the hlghest possible cummsndatinn;\L\\
NG

for his fearless unceasing energy and initiative displeyed throughout the f@%x

T/

operations since 3 April,

All of these units wers disorganized and greatly depleted in strength,
Control wes difficult due to the thick jungle, scarcity of trails, and lack
of adequate signal equipment, and personnel. Radio and wire communications
were completely outs No orpganization of the ground wes possible. The strength
of the entire position did not exceed 2000 men and officers.

During the morning, a Jap observation plane discovered the 57th Infantry
(prs) and the 3lst Infentry (US) end dropped incendiary bombs on the dry cogan
grass and bamboo thicketss A fire ensued end hampered considerably the
occupation of the position. During the afternoon & similer incident occured
in the 3lst Infantry (PA) sector causing this wnit %o break and flee.

Selib??épelled-ﬂounﬁs and Tanks were ordered to cover the avenues of
approach. Lieutenant Colonels Genshl and Smythe reported to the Commanding
General, Sub-sector “C" and asked what assistance could be given. They were
ordered to make & reéoﬁnaissance and submit their recommendetion for employment

of these weapons. The recomnaissance was mede, but no Self-Propelled-Mounts

or Tanks arrived on.the positions

A defended road block on Irail 720 constructed by the 14th Engineers (PS)
effectlvely stopped an enemy tank attaok.

By 3300 FM, the left (west) flank of the position had been enveloped by a
strong enemy force. The entire position was at thet time subjected to en intense
aerial bombardment and artillery concentration under which the hostile attack
supported by tanks penetrated the center of the position. Shortly before dark,
the 3lst Infentry (US) was forced to withdraw and the 57th Infaﬁtry (PS) was ‘
being envélopad on both flanks. To hold the Alangan River wes now an iﬁpossibility;
The Commanding General, Sub-seotof “3“ wes ordered to hold the lem@o River line
when forced out of the Alangan Rlver pos;tlon. The 1l4th Engineera (PB) withdrew

south on Trail #20, oovared by the 26th Cavalry (PS).
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The lst Philippine Constebulary Regiment wes released to II Corps at i g 5

;i : ol

Ceboaben after dark 8 Aprils It wes ordered to the lemso River position but ? ; E
never advanced beyond Bataen Air Field. ‘ 5 3.
; : " \I'\\lU‘l

By 9:00 P, 8 April, the Commending General, Sub-sector "C" was at the @@N
BN

<Y,

erossing of Trail 320 end the lemso River with remmants of the éﬁtﬁ Cavalry (PS)
lath Engineers (PS), 57th Infentry (PS ), and 3lst Infantry (US)e The Commanding
General, Sub-sector "C" seﬁt out raconnéissance par{:ies who retﬁrned with reports
thet the occupation of the position was not feasibles The Commanding General
Sub-sector "C" later informed me that it was ‘impossible, for him to occupy the
Lemao River position.

9 Aprile By midnight 8~ April the enemy had open passage to the south

in the ?afl-l-bf which was General Hospitsl No, 2, with thousands of patients.

All roads and trails to the south and southwest were jammed with stragglers

_and refugees, pursued by Japenese colums of infantry arlxci tankse Bombing and
straffing by low flying planes was constant. All men end officers were completely
exhsusted. All reserves had been employed. All orgenized resistance had ceesed.
The II Pﬁiliﬁpine Corps which had ;bs.ken the mein blow of the Japanese pressure
since 6 January ceased to exist as a fighting unit. .

The Commanding General, Luzon Force, ordered the destruction of all
artillery, ammunition, rs.dio,lengineer, and other eguipment, except transportation
by 6300 AM, 9 April, at which time a flag of trﬁce was sent forward on the
East Roed to the Japanese Commend.

Surrender of the Headquarters Il Corps ‘took place on the morning of 9
April at Corps Command Post at KP 16'-7% East Roade. The troops surrendered

piecemenl where found by the enemy.
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